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Day1 1. Giin
28/04/2026 28/04/2026
Tuesday Sali
PROGRAM

09:00-09:30 - Registration | Kayit

09:30-10:00 - Welcoming Remarks | A¢ilis Konugmalari
Chair of the Editorial Board | Diizenleme Kurulu Bagkani:
Prof. Dr. Atilla BATMAZ

Deputy Director General, General Directorate of Cultural Heritage and Museums
Kiltiir Varliklar: ve Miizeler Genel Mudiir Yardimecisi:

Biilent GONULTAS

Head of the Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Letters, Ege University
Ege Universitesi, Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji Béliim Bagkan:
Prof. Dr. Hiiseyin CEVIZOGLU

Dean of Faculty of Letters, Ege University
Ege Universitesi Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Dekani:
Prof. Dr. Selami FEDAKAR

10:00 - Keynote Lecture | Agilis Konugmasi:

Prof. Dr. Geoffrey D. SUMMERS

Past and Future Directions in the Prehistoric Archaeology of the Eastern Anatolian Highlands
Dogu Yaylalarimin Prehistorik Arkeolojisi: Giincel Yaklasimlar ve Gelecek Perspektifler

10:50-11:20 Coffee Break | Rahve Arasi
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Day1 1. Giin
28/04/2026
R SESSION I ‘s
I. OTURUM

Chair | Oturum Baskani: Kemalettin KOROGLU

11:20-11:40 Yakup MEMMEDOV

Azykh Cave: A Unique Site Hosting Three Different Species of the Genus Homo

Azih Magarasi: Homo Cinsinin Uc Farkl Tiiriine Ev Sahipligi Yapan Benzersiz Bir Alan
11.40-12.00 Francesca BALOSSI RESTELLI, Elisa BIANCIFIORI

Contacts, Boundaries, and Local Trajectories: Rethinking Eastern Anatolia between Late
Ubaid and Late Chalcolithic through the Evidence from Arslantepe

Temaslar, Smirlar ve Yerel Gelisim Cizgileri: Arslantepe Bulgulari Isiginda Geg¢ Ubeyd ile Geg
Ralkolitik Arasinda Dogu Anadolu'yu Yeniden Dusiinmek

12.00-12:20 Yasemin YILMAZ, Kenan C:)_NCEL, Mehmet Ozan

OZBUDAK, Ozgiir SAHIN, Sidar GUNDUZALP, Mehmet Ali POLAT
Tozkoparan Mound Excavation

Tozkoparan Hoylk Kazisi

12:20-12:35 Discussion | Tartisma
12:35-13:30 Lunch Break [ Ogle Arasi

SESSION II
II. OTURUM
Chair | Oturum Baskani: Mahmut Bilge BASTURK

13:30-13:50 Veli BAHSALIYEV, Elmar BAHSALIYEV

Relationship of Nakhchivan with the Near East During the Chalcolithic Period
(Nakhchivan, Azerbaijan)

Ralkolitik Gag’da Nahcivan'in Yakin Dogu ile iligkileri

(Nahgivan, Azerbaycan)

13:50-14:10 Rabia AKARSU

Traces of Settled Life Before the Karaz Culture in the Erzurum Plain: Evaluation of the
Early and Middle Chalcolithic Age Layer Dated to the 5th Millennium BC in Pulur Hoyitk
Erzurum Ovasi'nda Karaz Riltirii Oncesi Yerlesik Yasam izleri: Pulur Hoyiik'te M.0. 5.
Binyila Tarihlenen Erken ve Orta Kalkolitik Cag Tabakasmin Degerlendirilmesi
14:10-14:30 Elif BASTURK

Early Settlement Traces in the Afsin-Elbistan Plain: Tanir Yassihoyiik in the Neolithic and
Chalcolithic Periods

Afsin-Elbistan Ovasinda Erken Yerlesim izleri: Neolitik ve Kalkolitik Dénemde Tanir
Yassthoylik

10 14:30-14:45 Discussion [ Tartisma
14:45-15:00 Coffee Break | Kahve Arasi
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Day1 1. Giin
28/04/2026 28/04/2026
Tuesday Sali
SESSION III

III. OTURUM

Chair | Oturum Bagkani: Krzysztof JAKUBIAK

15:00-15:20 Geoffrey D. SUMMERS

Thoughts on Early Trans-Caucasian Regionalisation

Erken Trans-Kafkasya Bolgesellesmesi Uzerine Diisiinceler

15:20-15:40 Giilsah ALTUNKAYNAK, Biillent GONULTAS

A New Study on the Mounds of Eastern Anatolia: Degirmenler Hoyiik

Dogu Anadolu Hoytiklerine Dair Yeni Bir Calisma: Degirmenler Hoyuk

15:40-16:00 Giilsah OZTURK

From Dot to Motif: Geometric Designs on Eastern Anatolian Karaz Ceramics
Noktadan Motife: Dogu Anadolu Karaz Seramikleri Uzerindeki Geometrik Tasarimlar

16:00-16:20 Discussion | Tartisma

Day 2 2. Giin
29/04/2026 29/04/2026
Wednesday Carsamba

SESSION I
I. OTURUM

Chair | Oturum Bagkani: Francesca BALOSSIRESTELLI

09:00-9:20 Giorgi MINDIASHVILI, Zviad SHERAZADISHVILI

Early Bronze Age Kura-Araxes Culture Temple Complex from Gudabertka Settlement
Gudabertka Yerlesmesinden Erken Tung Cagi'na Ait Kura-Aras Kiltirta Tapmak Kompleksi
09:20-09:40 Umut PARLITI, Nazli AKBAS

The U6 Elite Burial of the Karaz Culture (3rd Millennium BCE) from Parmaksiz Kale Hoyiik
Parmaksiz Kale Hiiyiik'iin Karaz Medeniyetine (M.0. 3. Binyil) Ait U6 Elit Mezar!
09:40-10:00 Gulan AYAZ

Van Catak Kaniya Bekan Necropolis: New Data in Iron Age Research

Van Catak Kaniya Bekan Nekropoli: Demir Cagi Arastirmalarinda Yeni Veriler

10:00-10:15 Discussion | Tartisma
10:15-10:30 Coffee Break | Kahve Arasi
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Day 2 2. Giin
29/04/2026 SESSION II 29/04/2026
Wednesday II. OTURUM Carsamba

Chair | Oturum Baskani: Abdiilkadir OZDEMIR

10:30-10:50 Bora UYSAL, Ali CiFCi

Excavations at Elbistan Karahoyitk and Hamzatepe (2021-2024): Flood Events,
Stratigraphy, and Cultural Development

Elbistan Rarahoyuk ve Hamzatepe Kazilari (2021-2024): Sel Taskinlari, Tabakalanma ve

Raltarel Gelisim

10:50-11:10 Krzysztof JAKUBIAK

Columned Hall in Metsamor (Armenia): A few Comments not only About the Architecture
Metsamor’daki (Ermenistan) Sutunlu Salon: Sadece Mimarlik Uzerine Olmayan Birkag
Yorum

11:10-11:30 Erkan KONYAR, Semsihan KAYA

North-western Iran and Eastern Anatolia Early Iron Age Burial Chronologies:
Reassessment and Ongoing Debates

Kuzeybati iran ve Dogu Anadolu ilk Demir Cagi Mezar Kronolojileri:

Yeniden Degerlendirme ve Siregelen Tartigmalar

11:30-11:45 Discussion [ Tartisma
12:00-13:00 Lunch Break | Ogle Arasi

SESSION III
III. OTURUM

Chair | Oturum Bagkani: Erkan KONYAR

13:00-13:20 Alper GOLBAS

AAYA - The Arapgir Archaeological Survey: New Data from the Western Bank of the Upper
Euphrates

AAYA - Arapgir Arkeolojik Yizey Arastirmasi: Yukari Firat'm Bati Kiyisindan Yeni Veriler
13:20-13:40 Sevgi DONMEZ

The Highland Cultures of Arguvan (Malatya) in the Iron Age: Settlement Patterns and

Ceramic Repertoire
Demir Cagi'mda Arguvan'm (Malatya) Yuksek Yayla Kulttrleri: Yerlesim Modelleri ve

Seramik Repertuari

13:40-14:00 Mehmet ISIKLI, Hazal OCAK

A Theoretical Approach to the Fortification-City Debates in Urartu: The Case of Ayanis
Urartu'da Kale - Kent Tartismalarina Teorik Bir Yaklasim: Ayanis Ornegi

14:00-14:15 Discussion | Tartisma

14:15-14:30 Coffee Break | Kahve Arasi
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Day 2 2. Giin
29/04/2026 SESSION IV 29/04/2026
Wednesday IV. OTURUM Carsamba

Chair | Oturum Bagkani: Geoffrey D. SUMMERS

14:30-14:50 Mateusz ISKRA, Hasmik SIMONYAN

Renewed Excavations at Argishtikhinili: Results of the First two Season of works of the
Armenian-Polish Archaeological Expedition

Argistihinili'de Yeni Kazilar: Ermeni-Polonya Arkeoloji Misyonunun ilk iki Sezon
Calismalarmim Sonuglari

14:50-15:10 Sandra HEINSCH-KUNTNER

On Urartu, Late Urartu and Post-Urartu: Material Culture in Transition

Urartu, Gec Urartu ve Urartu Sonrasi Uzerine: Gegis Siirecinde Maddi Kaltir
15:10-15:30 Poppy TUSHINGHAM

Experiences of Empire on Assyria’s Northern and Northeastern Frontiers
Assur’un Kuzey ve Kuzeydogu Simirlarinda imparatorluk Deneyimleri

15:30-15:50 Discussion [ Tartisma

Day 3 3. Giin
30/04/2026 30/04/2026
Thursday Persembe
SESSION I
I. OTURUM

Chair | Oturum Bagkani: Paul ZIMANSKY

09:00-09:20 Harun DANISMAZ, Kemalettin KOROGLU

A New Pass Crossing the Toros Mountains: Egil-Palu/Ammas Pass?

Toroslari Asan Yeni Bir Gegit: Egil-Palu/Ammas Gegidi?

09:20-09:40 Mahmut Bilge BASTURK

Easy to Conquer, Hard to Claim: A Historical Geography of the Afsin - Elbistan Plain during
the Iron Ages

Fethetmesi Kolay, Elde Tutmasi Zor: Demir Cagi'nda Afsin - Elbistan Ovasimin Tarihi
Cografyasi

09:40-10:00 Aysegiil AKIN ARAS, Alper ASLAN

Data Related to the Middle Iron Age in Northeast Anatolia: The Land of Qulha and Tigem
Fortress

Kuzeydogu Anadolu’da Orta Demir Gagima iliskin Veriler: Qulha Ulkesi ve Tigem Kalesi

10:00-10:15 Discussion | Tartisma
10:15-10:30 Coffee Break | Kahve Arasi
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Day 3 3. Giin
30/04/2026 SESSION II 30/04/2026
Thursday Persembe

II. OTURUM
Chair | Oturum Baskani: Veli BAHSALIYEV

10:30-10:50 Serkan ERDOGAN
Two Examples of Interaction Between Urartu and Ancient Iranian Cultures: Deraf§-E Kaviani

and the Cult of Fire
Urartu ve Eski iran Rultiirleri Arasindaki Etkilesime iki Ornek: Derafs-i Kaviyani ve Ates Riltil

10:50-11:10 Ruben DAVTYAN

Horses in Life and Death: Burial Practices and Equine Symbolism in the Near East
Yasamda ve Olimde Atlar: Yakin Dogu’da Gémii Uygulamalari ve At Sembolizmi
11:10-11:30 Paul ZIMANSKY

Tradition vs Innovation in the Distribution of Bronze Objects in Greater Ayanis

Ayanis’te Bronz Objelerin Dagiliminda Gelenek ve Yenilik
11:30-11:45 Discussion | Tartisma
12:00-13:00 Lunch Break | Ogle Arasi

SESSION III
III. OTURUM

Chair | Oturum Bagkani: Yasemin YILMAZ

13:00-13:20 Abdulkadir OZDEMIR, Umit GUDER
Restoration, Conservation, and Archaeometric Analyses of Urartian Belts, Bracelets, and

Pins from the Elazig Museum

Elazig Miizesi'ndeki Urartu Donemine ait Kemer, Bilezik ve igneler Uzerine Yapilan
Restorasyon, Konservasyon ve Arkeometrik Analiz Calismalari

13:20-13:40 Ayse OZDEMIR

Animal Depictions on a Group of Urartian Belts from the Elazig Museum

Elazig Miizesinden Bir Grup Urartu Kemeri Uzerindeki Hayvan Betimlemeleri
13:40-14:00 Karolina WARECKA

Beads Remains of Personal Jewelry Found During the Research of Armenian Polish

Archaeological Mission in Metsamor
Metsamor'daki Ermeni-Polonya Arkeoloji Misyonunun Arastirmalarinda Ele Gecen Kisisel Taki

Buluntulari
14:00-14:15 Discussion [ Tartisma

14:15-14:30 Coffee Break | Kahve Arasi
Concluding Remarks | Kapanigs Konugmasi

14:30-15:00 Francesca BALOSSI RESTELLI

Excursion to Yesilova Hoyiik Visitor Centre / Yesilova Hoyiigii Ziyaret¢i Merkezi Gezisi
* Only for symposium participants. Sempozyum katilimcilarina 6zeldir.

Excursion Departure Time: 15:30
Gezi Hareket Saati: 15:30
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Past and Future Directions in the Prehistoric Archaeology of the
Eastern Highlands

Dogu Yaylalarinin Prehistorik Arkeolojisi: Giincel Yaklasimlar ve
Gelecek Perspektifler

Geoffrey D. SUMMERS !
Abstract

The aim of this wide-ranging talk is to identify and highlight some
issues on which progress may be made in the course of deliberations
during this workshop. I will begin with an overview of the geographic
and climatic parameters of the large highland region, with its three lake
basins of Van, Urmia and Sevan, to set the background for the majority
of talks in this workshop. A second part concerns major resources in
this region. These comprise obsidian, which was exploited and widely
distributed in the early periods, and metal ores, which may have had far
less importance than has frequently been assumed. These ideas in turn
lead on to discussion about the cultural and economic isolation of our
region in the Chalcolithic Period and the Bronze Ages, with, of course,
the exception of the Euphrates valley, perhaps best considered as
geographic entity in its own right with its strong connections to Greater
Mesopotamia before the Bronze Age, and with the Hittite realm in the
Late Bronze and Iron Ages. Attention is then turned to the second
Millennium, and particularly the problematic and enigmatic Middle
Bronze Age in the highlands. Relationships between various painted
pottery traditions of Eastern Tiirkiye, the Urmia basin and the Caucasus
are reviewed together with comments on their implications for
understanding settlement patterns and the socio-economies of
subregions. The final part of the talk will consider archaeological issues
concerning the end of Urartu and, finally, the Achaemenid Empire.

Keywords: Eastern Highlands, obsidian, Middle Bronze Age, Urartu,
Achaemenid Empire

[1] Prof. Dr., University of Chicago, Oriental Institute, e-mail:
summersgd @gmail.com
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Bu genis kapsamli sunumun amaci, bu calistay siiresince yapilacak
tartismalar sirasinda gelistirilebilecek bazi1 konular1 belirlemek ve
vurgulamaktir. Konugsmama, calistaydaki sunumlarin biiytik ¢ogunlugu
icin bir arka plan olusturmak amaciyla, Van, Urmiye ve Sevan gol
havzalarini igeren bu genis vyayla bolgesinin cografi ve iklimsel
ozelliklerine genel bir bakigsla baslayacagim. Ikinci béliim, boélgedeki
baslica kaynaklara odaklanacaktir. Bunlar arasinda erken donemlerde
cikarilan ve genigs bir alana dagilan obsidyen ile, ¢ogu zaman
varsayildigindan ¢ok daha az 6neme sahip olmug olabilecek metal
cevherleri yer almaktadir. Bu degerlendirmeler, Kalkolitik Donem ve
Tung Caglari boyunca bolgenin kiiltiirel ve ekonomik izolasyonu lizerine
bir tartismaya zemin hazirlamaktadir. Elbette Firat Vadisi bu durumun
disinda tutulmalidir; bu boélge, Tun¢ Cagl oncesinde Biylik
Mezopotamya ile, Ge¢ Tun¢ ve Demir Caglarinda ise Hitit diinyasiyla
gliclii baglantilar1 nedeniyle, kendi basina ayri bir cografi birim olarak
ele alinabilir. Konusmanin devaminda dikkatler Ikinci Binyila, ézellikle
de yaylalardaki sorunlu ve gizemli Orta Tung¢ Cagi’na yoneltilecektir.
Dogu Tirkiye, Urmiye Havzasi ve Kafkasya’'daki cesitli boyali ¢anak
¢omlek gelenekleri arasindaki iliskiler gézden gecirilecek ve bunlarin
yerlesim diizenleri ile alt bolgelerin sosyo-ekonomik yapilarinin
anlagilmasina yonelik baglantilar tartigilacaktir. Konusmanin son
bélumiunde ise Urartu’nun sonu ile ilgili arkeolojik sorunlar ve son
olarak Akhamenid imparatorlugu ele alinacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dogu Yaylalari, obsidyen, Orta Tung¢ Cagi, Urartu,
Akhamenid Imparatorlugu
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Azykh Cave: A Unique Site Hosting Three Different Species of
the Genus Homo

Azih Magarasi: Homo Cinsinin Ug¢ Farkl Tiirtine Ev Sahipligi Yapan
Benzersiz Bir Alan

Yakup MEMMEDOV !
Abstract

The Azykh Paleolithic cave camp site was discovered in 1960 by
archaeologist Mammadali Huseynov in the Khojavand region. Located
on the left bank of the Kuruchay River, the cave sits at an elevation of
950 meters above sea level and 200-250 meters above the current
riverbed. It has two entrances and five chambers, with a total area of
1,250 m?, a length of 250 meters, and a height of 20 meters. The cave is
of karstic origin.

Azykh Cave, considered one of the largest karstic caves in the South
Caucasus, has yielded a total of 6,232 stone tools across 10
archaeological layers, belonging to three distinct archaeological
cultures. Of these, 199 artifacts were recovered from layers VII-X and
are attributed to the Kuruchay Culture (dating from approximately 1.2
million to 780 thousand years ago). No paleoanthropological remains
were found in these layers.

From layer VI, 2,000 specimens were found, and from layer V, 289
specimens were recovered. A hominid remain dating back 350,000-
400,000 years was discovered in layer V, and analyses indicate that it
belongs to the species Homo heidelbergensis. From layer III, which
belongs to the Mousterian Culture, 3,744 specimens were found.
During unauthorized excavations, a Neanderthal remain (a tooth) was
discovered.

[1] Dr., Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology of the
Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, Department of History 17
and Archaeology of Khazar University, Baku - Azerbaijan
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These findings indicate that Azikh Cave hosted three different
species of the genus Homo. With this characteristic, Azykh Cave
holds unique significance. Following the liberation of Karabakh
from occupation, archaeological research at Azikh Cave has
resumed.

As a result of the surface surveys conducted by Prof. Ismayil
Baykara in Van Province between 2014 and 2021, numerous
chipped stone artifacts made of obsidian were identified in the
Ercis district, belonging to the Lower and Middle Paleolithic
periods. Dating studies carried out in the region revealed that the
lava flow at the site dates back approximately 420,000 + 24 years.
When the technological and typological analysis of the chipped
stone artifacts is evaluated alongside the dating results, it is
concluded that the site belongs to the Lower Paleolithic Period,
specifically the Late Acheulean Culture. These findings are
comparable to the VI-V layers of the Azikh Cave in Azerbaijan and
the Qaraca site (dating from 460,000 to 370,000 years ago).

Keywords: South Caucasus, Azykh Cave, Paleolithic, Kuruchay
Culture, Lithic Technology.
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Azih paleolitik magara kamp alani, 1960 yilinda arkeolog Mammadali
Hiuseynov tarafindan Hocavand boélgesinde kesfedilmistir. Kurugay’in
sol kiyisinda, deniz seviyesinden 950 m yiikseklikte ve glinlimiiz ¢ay
vatagindan 200-250 m yukarida konumlanan, iki girisi ve bes salonu
olan magara (toplam alani 1250 m?, uzunlugu 250 m, yiiksekligi 20 m)
karstik kokenlidir.

Giney Kafkasya’daki en btiiyiuk karstik magaralardan biri olarak kabul
edilen Azih Magarasi’nda 10 arkeolojik tabakada ti¢ farkli arkeolojik
kiiltiire ait toplam 6232 tag alet ortaya ¢ikarilmistir. Bunlarin 199 tanesi
Kurucay Kiltiirii’ne ait VII-X tabakalardan elde edilmistir (1.2 milyon
yil 6nceden 780 bin yil éncesine kadar). Bu tabakada herhangi bir
paleoantropolojik kalintiya rastlanmamaisgtir.

VI. tabakadan 2000, V. tabakadan 289 6rnek bulunmustur. V.
tabakadan 350-400 bin vyil oncesine ait bir hominid kalintisi
kesfedilmis olup, analizler onun Homo heidelbergensis tiirline ait
oldugunu géstermektedir.

Musteryen Kiiltiirii’'ne ait III. tabakadan ise 3744 6rnek bulunmustur.
Burada vyapilan izinsiz kazilarda bir Neandertal kalintis1 (dis)
kesfedilmigtir. Bu veriler Azih Magarasi’nin Homo cinsine ait ti¢ farkh
tiire ev sahipligi yaptigini géstermektedir. Bu 6zelligi ile Azih Magarasi
essiz bir 6neme sahiptir. Karabag’in isgalden kurtarilmasinin ardindan
Azih Magarasi’nda arkeolojik arastirmalar yeniden baslatilmigtir.

2014-2021 yillar1 arasinda Prof. Ismayil Baykara tarafindan Van ilinde
gerceklestirilen yiizey aragtirmasinin sonuglarinda, ilin Ercig ilgesinde
obsidiyenden yapilmis cok sayida Alt ve Orta Paleolitik donemlere ait
yontma tas kalintisi tespit edilmistir. Bolgede yapilan tarihlendirme
calismalar1 sonucunda buluntu alanindaki lav akintisinin yaklagik
420.000 = 24 yil Oncesine ait oldugu belirlenmistir. Yontma tag
kalintilarinin teknolojik ve tipolojik incelemesi, tarihlendirme calisma-
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lar1 sonucunda buluntu alanindaki lav akintisinin yaklagik 420.000 + 24
yil Oncesine ait oldugu belirlenmistir. Yontma tas kalintilarinin
teknolojik ve tipolojik incelemesi, tarihlendirme calismalariyla birlikte
degerlendirildiginde, bu alanin Alt Paleolitik Dénem, Ge¢ Acheulean
Kiltiri’'ne ait  oldugu ortaya konmustur. Bu  buluntular,
Azerbaycan’daki Azith Magarasi’nin VI-V tabakalar1 ve Qaraca (460-370
bin yil 6nce) alani ile karsilastirilabilir niteliktedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Giiney Kafkasya, Azih Magarasi, Paleolitik,
Kurucay Kultiirii, Yontma tas Teknolojisi
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Contacts, Boundaries, and Local Trajectories: Rethinking Eastern
Anatolia between Late Ubaid and Late Chalcolithic through the
Evidence from Arslantepe

Temaslar, Sinirlar ve Yerel Gelisim Cizgileri: Arslantepe Bulgularn
Isiginda Geg Ubeyd ile Geg¢ Kalkolitik Arasinda Dogu Anadolu'yu
Yeniden Diistinmek

Francesca BALOSSI RESTELLI ™ - Elisa BIANCIFIORI 2!

Abstract

The traditional account of the Chalcolithic in Eastern Anatolia has long
been framed within the broader developments of Mesopotamia —
specifically, the “intrusive” Ubaid expansion at the close of the 6th
millennium BCE and the subsequent appearance of a locally defined Late
Chalcolithic by the mid-5th millennium BCE. Recent research in Northern
Mesopotamia and Southeastern Anatolia, however, suggests that the
connection between these two horizons was more complex and less linear
than previously assumed. At the same time, new perspectives are
reconsidering the Late Chalcolithic not merely as a reaction to the Ubaid
phenomenon, but as the outcome of diverse local trajectories of adaptation
and interaction.Drawing on the 5th-millennium assemblages from
Arslantepe and their comparison with coeval sites in adjacent regions, this
paper explores the networks of interaction and cultural dynamics that
shaped the Upper Tigris and Upper Euphrates areas during this
transformative period.

Keywords: Arslantepe, Chalcolithic Period, Ubaid Expansion, Interaction
Networks, Local Trajectories

[1] Prof. Dr., Sapienza University of Roma, Faculty of Letters and
Philosophy, Department of Antiquities, Italy, e-mail:
francesca.balossi@uniromal.it

[2] Dr., Sapienza University of Roma, Faculty of Letters and Philosophy,

Department of Antiquities, Italy.
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Dogu Anadolu’daki Kalkolitik dénem, uzun siire Mezopotamya’daki
daha genis oOlgekli gelismeler baglaminda degerlendirilmistir. Bu
cercevede 6zellikle M.O. 6. Binyilin sonunda gézlenen “disaridan gelen”
Ubeyd yayilimi ile M.O. 5. Binyilin ortalarina dogru ortaya ¢ikan ve yerel
bir karakter tasidigi diisiiniilen Geg¢ Kalkolitik evre belirleyici kabul
edilmistir. Ancak Kuzey Mezopotamya ve Gilineydogu Anadolu’da
yapilan son aragtirmalar, bu iki dénem arasindaki iliskinin 6nceki
varsayimlardan daha karmasik ve daha az dogrusal oldugunu
gostermektedir. Ayni zamanda vyeni yaklasimlar, Geg¢ Kalkolitik’i
yalnizca Ubeyd olgusuna bir tepki olarak degil, gesitli yerel uyum ve
etkilesim siireglerinin bir sonucu olarak yeniden degerlendirmektedir.
Bu calisma, Arslantepe’'nin M.O. 5. Binyila tarihlenen buluntu
topluluklarindan ve bunlarin komsu bodlgelerdeki ¢agdas yerlesimlerle
karsilastirmalarindan yola ¢ikarak etkilesim aglarini ve kiltiirel
dinamikleri incelemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arslantepe, Kalkolitik Dénem, Ubeyd Yayilimi,
Etkilesim Aglari, Yerel Gelisim Cizgileri
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Tozkoparan Mound Excavation

Tozkoparan Hoytik Kazisi

Yasemin YILMAZ™ - Kenan ONCEL'?! - Mehmet Ozan OZBUDAKD®?! -
Ozgiir SAHIN™!
Sidar GUNDUZALPY! - Mehmet Ali POLAT!®!

Abstract

During the surface surveys we began in 2015, various material culture
remains dating from the Lower Paleolithic to the end of the Medieval period
were identified within the province of Tunceli. One of the settlements
discovered during these surveys in 2017 is Tozkoparan Mound, located in
Tozkoparan Village of the Pertek District, which was officially registered as
a first-degree archaeological site in 2019. The modern village has expanded
around the mound, resulting in significant destruction, particularly in the
eastern section from the central part of the mound onward. Consequently,
rescue excavations were initiated in 2021 under the direction of the Tunceli
Museum Directorate. Two excavation seasons were carried out between
2021 and 2022, but activities were suspended for two years due to the
February 6th earthquake. Excavations resumed in 2025.

[1] Assoc. Prof. Dr., Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Diizce
University, 81620, Konuralp, Diizce, Tiirkiye, ror.org/04175wc52
yaseminyilmaz@duzce.edu.tr ORCID: 0000-0001-7258-4920

[2] Director, Tunceli Museum, Mogoltay Neighborhood, Avukat Ali Demir Street, No.
5/1, Tunceli, kenan.oncel @ktb.gov.tr — ORCID: 0000-0002-3607-8737

[3] Research Asst. Dr., Hitit University, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Department of
Archaeology, mozanozbudak@hitit.edu.tr, — ORCID: 0000-0001-9944-9403

[4] Specialist, Tunceli Museum, Mogoltay Neighborhood, Avukat Ali Demir Street,
No. 5/1, Tunceli, ozgur.sahin@ktb.gov.tr, ORCID: 0000-0002-9042-256X

[5] Asst. Prof. Dr., Karadeniz Technical University, Faculty of Letters, Department of
Archaeology, Prehistoric Archaeology, D202 61080 Ortahisar/Trabzon —
sidargunduzalp @ktu.edu.tr, ORCID: 0000-0003-4465-6952

[6] Specialist, Istanbul Archaeological Museums Directorate, Alemdar Street, Osman
Hamdi Bey Yokusu, Giilhane - Fatih/istanbul, polatmehmetali@gmail.com — ORCID:

0000-0003-0752-6884
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The project is notable as the first excavation conducted in the province
after the Keban Project. Taking this into account, two main excavation
areas were designated—one on the mound’s summit and the other on
its eastern section—to clarify both the stratigraphy of the mound and
the broader archaeological chronology of the region based on the
excavation data. Due to extensive destruction, there is a fill difference
of nearly eight meters between the summit and the eastern area. In the
eastern section, thick-walled structures began to emerge immediately
beneath the modern occupation level. By the end of the 2025 season,
approximately 120 m? had been excavated in this area. In the southern
part of the trench, interconnected rooms built with stone walls over one
meter thick were uncovered. In the northern part, traces of a different
architectural system with walls up to 1.5 meters thick were identified.
There is also an elevation difference between the northern and southern
sections. At this stage, Late Chalcolithic pottery is predominantly
found in the northern area, while Karaz-type pottery is more common
in the southern part. This presentation evaluates the preliminary
results obtained from the eastern excavation area after three seasons of
work.

Keywords: Tunceli, Tozkoparan Mound, Late Chalcolithic, Karaz,
Architecture
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2015 yilinda basladigimiz yiizey arastirmalarinda, Tunceli ilinin Alt
Paleolitik’ten Ortagag sonuna uzanan genis bir zaman dilimine ait farkli
maddi kiltiir kalintilarina ulagilmigtir. Bu aragtirmalar esnasinda 2017
yilinda tespit edilen yerlesimlerden biri olan ve Pertek ilgesinin
Tozkoparan Koyii’'nde yer alan Tozkoparan Hoéytik, 2019 yilinda ise 1.
Derece sit alani olarak tescillenmigtir. Gilincel koy, hoyiligiin etrafinda
genislemigtir. Bu durumun sonucu olarak hoytiglin orta bélimiinden
itibaren dogu kismi biyilik oranda tahrip olmustur. Bu nedenle 2021
yilinda Tunceli Miize Miudurlagti Bagkanligi’'nda kurtarma kazilarina
baslanmigtir. 2021-2022 yillarinda iki sezon kazi yapilmis, 6 Subat
depremi nedeniyle iki yil ara verilmigtir. 2025 yilinda kazilara yeniden
baslanmuisgtir.

Keban projesinden sonra kentte ilk vyapilan kazi olma 6zelligini
tasimaktadir. Bu durum dikkate alinarak bir yandan héyiligin diger
yandan kentin arkeolojik kronolojisini kazilardan gelen verilerle daha
net ortaya koymak amaciyla tepede ve dogu boélimde iki alanda
calisilmistir. Yogun tahribat nedeniyle, tepe ile dogu boliimdeki alan
arasinda sekiz metreye yakin bir dolgu farki s6z konusudur. Dogu
boliimde giincel yagsam diizleminin hemen altinda kalin duvarh yapilar
acgiga cikmaya baglamigtir. 2025 sezonu sonunda dogu boéliimde yaklagik
120 m2’lik bir alan kazilmigtir. Alanin giiney kisminda yer yer bir
metrenin tlizerinde tag duvarlarla inga edilmis birbiriyle baglantili
mekanlar aciga cikarilmistir. Alanin kuzeyinde ise 1,5 m’den kalin
duvarlara sahip farkli bir yapi sistemine ait izler vardir. Kuzey ve giiney
kisimda seviye farklari s6z konusudur. Bulundugumuz asamada agirlikli
olarak alanin kuzeyinde Geg¢ Kalkolitik ¢canak ¢omlegine, glineyindeyse
Karaz canak ¢domlegine rastlanmaktadir. Bu sunumda, dogu alanda g
sezon sonunda elde edilen 6n sonucglar degerlendirilecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tunceli, Tozkoparan Hoylik, Ge¢ Kalkolitik, Karaz,
Mimari
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Relationship of Nakhchivan with the Near East During the
Chalcolithic Period (Nakhchivan, Azerbaijan)

Kalkolitik Cag’da Nahcivan’in Yakin Dogu ile Iliskileri (Nahgivan,
Azerbaycan)

Veli BAHSALIYEV!"! - Elmar BAHSALIYEV™

Abstract

Halaf-style pottery found at the Kiiltepe I settlement in Nakhchivan
confirms that ancient cultures of Nakhchivan developed in connection
with the Near East from the Neolithic period. Settlements such as
Nakhchivan Tepe, Ucan Agil, and Biilovkaya, discovered in Nakhchivan
between 2010 and 2017, indicate that these connections continued into
the Chalcolithic period. However, Chalcolithic culture of Nakhchivan
stands out with its distinct characteristics. Thus, we see the
continuation of the local Neolithic culture at Ugan Agil, while Dalma
Tepe-type pottery spread to Nakhchivan Tepe. The pottery of the
Biilovkaya settlement reflects the influence of the Ubaid culture. The
results of archaeological research show that the Dalma Tepe Culture,
which spread in the Urmia Basin and Mesopotamia, originated in the
South Caucasus. This culture spread from the Karabakh region of
Azerbaijan. One of the characteristic features of this culture is
impressed pottery. Painted pottery, found in the Urmia Basin during
the Dalma Tepe period, was identified as Dalma painted. However,
investigation of the Dalma Tepe Culture demonstrates the strong

[1] Prof. Dr., Nakhchivan State University, Nakhchivan Branch of the
Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, Nakhchivan, Azerbaijan, e-mail:
velibahshaliyev@mail.ru, ORCID: 0000 0002 4914 3016.

[2] PhD Student, Erzurum Atatiirk University, Faculty of Letters,
Department of Ancient History, Erzurum / Turkey, e-mail:
elmarbakhshaliev@gmail.com, ORCID:0000 0003 3360 0961.
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influence of the Ubaid culture. The discovery of Ubaid-style
pottery during excavations at the Ugan Agil, Nakhchivan Tepe,
and Bilovkaya settlements in Nakhchivan confirms the
northward expansion of this culture. The absence of Dalma Tepe-
style impressed pottery from some settlements in the Urmia
Basin and at Biilovkaya indicates that in this region also
developed a culture distinct from the Dalma Tepe Culture. We
believe that economic-cultural relations and migrations between
the South Caucasus and the Near East played a significant role in
the formation of these cultures. Considering that the Nakhchivan
Tepe and Biilévkaya communities primarily used obsidian from
the South Caucasus and Eastern Anatolia, we can conclude that
the raw material resources in Eastern Anatolia and the South
Caucasus, particularly obsidian, copper deposits, and abundant
pastures, played a significant role in the formation of these
migrations.

Keywords: Near East, South Caucasus, Azerbaijan, Nakhchivan, Dalma
Tepe, Ubaid Culture
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Nahgivan’daki Kiltepe 1 yerlesiminde bulunan Halaf tipi c¢anak
c¢omlekler, Nahcg¢ivan’in eski kultiirlerinin Neolitik dénemden itibaren
Yakin Dogu ile baglantili olarak gelistigini dogrulamaktadir. 2010-2017
yillar1 arasinda Nahcgivan’da kesfedilen Nahgivan Tepe, Ucgan Agil ve
Biilovkaya gibi yerlesimler, bu iligkilerin Kalkolitik donemde de devam
ettigini gostermektedir. Ancak Nahgivan’in Kalkolitik Cag kulttird,
oldukga farkli 6zellikleriyle 6ne c¢ikmaktadir. Béylece bir yandan Ugan
Agil’da yerel Neolitik Cag kulturiinin devam ettigini, diger yandan
Nahgivan Tepe’de Dalma Tepe tipi canak c¢omleklerin yayildigini
gortiyoruz. Bilovkaya vyerlesiminin c¢anak ¢omlegi ise Ubeyd
Kultirt’niin ~ etkisini  yansitmaktadir. ~Arkeolojik arastirmalarin
sonucglari, Urmiye Havzasi ve Mezopotamya’da yayillan Dalma Tepe
Kiltird’'nin Giliney Kafkasya kokenli oldugunu ve bu kiltirin
Azerbaycan’in Karabag bolgesinden vyayildigini gdstermektedir. Bu
kiltiirin karakteristik oOzelliklerinden biri de baski bezemeli canak
¢omlektir. Dalma Tepe Kultirlii doneminde Urmiye Havzasi’'nda yaygin
olan boyali ¢anak ¢omlek Dalma boyalilari olarak tanitilmigtir. Ancak
Dalma Tepe Kiiltiiri’nin incelenmesi, Ubeyd Kiltirii’nin bu kaltir
uzerinde gtigli bir etkisi oldugunu gostermektedir. Nah¢ivan’da Ugan
Agil, Nahc¢ivan Tepe ve Biilovkaya yerlesimlerinin kazilar1 sirasinda
Ubeyd tipi ¢anak ¢dmlegin bulunmasi, bu kiiltiiriinliin kuzeye dogru
yayildigini dogrulamaktadir. Urmiye Havzasi’ndaki bazi yerlesimlerde ve
Bilovkaya’da Dalma Tepe tipi baski bezemeli c¢anak ¢omlegin
bulunmamasi, bu bélgede Dalma Tepe Kiultirti’nden farkh bir kiiltiiriin
de olustugunu gostermektedir. Bu kiltiirlerin olusumunda Giliney
Kafkasya ile Yakin Dogu arasindaki ekonomik-kiiltiirel iligkiler ve
goclerin belli role sahip olduguna inaniyoruz. Nahgivan Tepe ve
Biilovkaya toplumunun agirlikli olarak Giliney Kafkasya ve Dogu
Anadolu’dan gelen obsidiyeni kullandigini géz o6ntine alirsak, Dogu
Anadolu ve Giliney Kafkasya’daki hammadde kaynaklarinin, 6zellikle
obsidiyen, bakir yataklari ve bol otlaklarin bu goglerin olusumunda
onemli rol oynadigini soyleyebiliriz.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Yakin Dogu, Giiney Kafkasya, Azerbaycan,
m Nahgivan, Dalma Tepe, Ubeyd Kultiiria
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Traces of Settled Life Before the Karaz Culture in the Erzurum Plain:
Evaluation of the Early and Chalcolithic Age Layer Dated to the 5th
Millennium BC in Pulur Hoyiik

Erzurum Ovasinda Karaz Kiiltiirii Oncesi Yerlesik Yasam Izleri:
Pulur Héyiikte M.O. 5. Binyila Tarihlenen Erken ve Kalkolitik Cag
Tabakasinin Degerlendirilmesi

Rabia AKARSU!™!

Abstract

Pulur Héyiik is located within the boundaries of the Omertepe
neighborhood, 20 km west of Erzurum province and 8 km south of the
Aziziye district in the Eastern Anatolia Region. Today, it is a settlement
approximately 15 m high and 600x500 m in size. Excavations that
began in 2021 continue under the direction of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rabia
Akarsu with the permission and financial support of the Ministry of
Culture and Tourism, General Directorate of Cultural Heritage and
Museums. Considering the radiocarbon results obtained during the
2021-2025 Pulur Hoyiuk excavations, as well as the differentiation in
architectural elements and finds, 8 levels have been identified: Middle
Ages, Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age, Early Bronze Age III/Middle
Bronze Age, Early Bronze Age II, Early Bronze Age I, Late Chalcolithic
Age, Middle Chalcolithic Age and Early Chalcolithic Age. In
Northeastern Anatolia, the Early and Middle Chalcolithic layers,
including both architectural phases and ceramic and small artifacts,
were identified for the first time during the Pulur Hoyiik excavations.
The fact that virgin soil has not yet been reached in the study areas is
also significant in demonstrating the continued existence of the culture
at Pulur Hoytik. The identification of traces of life at Pulur Hoyiik 7,000

[1] Assoc. Prof. Dr., Ataturk University, Faculty of Letters, Department of
Archaeology, e-mail: rabia.ozcan@atauni.edu.tr
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years ago is significant in demonstrating that settlement began in
Erzurum at a very early date. Traces of settled life and socio-economic
activities at Pulur Hoylik dating back to the 5th millennium BC have
been revealed, supported by radiocarbon dating. The Pulur Héyik
excavations continue to expand our understanding of the early
chronology of Eastern Anatolia. Important steps have been taken in
unearthing local Chalcolithic elements in the region at Pulur Héyiik
and it is expected that traces of the Neolithic Age will also be
uncovered in future excavation seasons. In this paper, the Early and
Chalcolithic Age layer dated to the 5th Millennium BC in Pulur Hoytik
will be evaluated in the light of radiocarbon dates and archaeological
findings.

Keywords: Pulur Mound, Eastern Anatolia Archaeology, Chalcolithic
Period, Cultural Continuity
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Pulur Hoyilik, Dogu Anadolu Bédlgesinde Erzurum ilinin 20 km
batisinda ve Aziziye ilcesinin 8 km giineyinde Omertepe mahallesi
sinirlar1 iginde yer almaktadir. Glinlimiizde yaklasik 15 m yiiksekliginde
ve 600x500 m boyutunda bir yerlesimdir. 2021 yilinda baslayan kazi
calismalar1 Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanligi, Kiltlir Varliklar1 ve Miizeler
Genel Midurligi’'ntin izni ve maddi destegiyle Dog¢. Dr. Rabia
AKARSU’nun bagkanliginda devam etmektedir. 2021-2025 yil1 Pulur
Hoyiik kazi galismalarinda elde edilen radyokarbon sonuglari ile birlikte
mimari unsurlar ve buluntulardaki farklilasmalar goéz oOnilinde
bulundurularak Ortagag, Ge¢ Tung Cagi/Erken Demir Cagi, Erken Tung
Cagi I1I/O0rta Tung Cagi, Erken Tung Cagi II, Erken Tung Cagi I, Geg
Kalkolitik Cag, Orta Kalkolitik Cag ve Erken Kalkolitik Cag olmak iizere
8 tabaka belirlenmigtir. Kuzeydogu Anadolu Boélgesinde simdiye kadar
ilk defa Erken ve Orta Kalkolitik Caga ait tabaka hem mimari evreleri
hem de seramik ve kii¢iik buluntulariyla Pulur Hoyiik kazilarinda tespit
edilmistir. Halen daha calisma alanlarinda ana topraga ulagilmamasi
Pulur Hoytukte kiltiiriin devam ettigini gostermesi agisindan ayrica
onem arz etmektedir. Pulur Héyilikte giinimiizden 7 Binyil 6nceki
yasam izlerinin tespit edilmesi, Erzurum’da cok erken tarihlerden
itibaren yerlesimin bagladigini gostermesi agisindan 6énemlidir. Pulur
Hoyiik’te M.O. 5. Binyila ait yerlesik yasam izleri ve gerceklestirilen
sosyo-ekonomik faaliyetler radyokarbon tarihlemeler ile desteklenerek
ortaya konmustur. Pulur Hoéyilik kazi galismalariyla birlikte Dogu
Anadolu Bolgesi’nin erken doénem Kkronolojisine dair bilgilerimiz
artmaya devam etmektedir. Bolgenin yerel Kalkolitik Cag unsurlarinin
ortaya konmaya baslanmasinda 6nemli adimlarin atildigi Pulur Héytiikte
ilerleyen kazi sezonlarinda Neolitik Caga ait izlere de ulagilmasi
beklenmektedir. Bu bildiride, radyokarbon tarihler ve arkeolojik bulgular
1s181nda Pulur Hoéyiikte M.O. 5. Binyila tarihlenen Erken ve Kalkolitik
Cag tabakasinin degerlendirilmesi yapilacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Pulur Hoyiik, Dogu Anadolu Arkeolojisi, Kalkolitik

Cag, Kiltiirel Stireklilik
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Early Settlement Traces in the Afsin-Elbistan Plain: Tanir
Yassi1hoyiik in the Neolithic and Chalcolithic Periods

Afsin-Elbistan Ovasinda Erken Yerlesim Izleri: Neolitik ve
Kalkolitik Dénemde Tanir Yassithoyiik

Elif BASTURK!

Abstract

Tanir Yassihoyiik, located in the Afsin district of Kahramanmarag
province, stands out as one of the most remarkable centers of the Afsin-
Elbistan Plain with significant archaeological potential. The Afgin-
Elbistan Plain, extending north of the Southeastern Taurus Mountains,
serves as a strategic crossroads for the interaction of Central Anatolian,
Eastern Anatolian, and Mesopotamian cultures. Situated on the banks
of the Hurman River, one of the main water sources of this strategic
region, Tanir Yassihoyilik provided a highly favorable settlement area in
terms of agricultural production, trade, and habitation.

Systematic excavations that began in 2021 have revealed a sequence of
nine distinct stratigraphic layers at Tanir Yassihoytlik, with sub-phases
representing continuous occupation from the Late Neolithic to the
Roman Period.

Investigations conducted on the rocky outcrop extending from the
northeastern slopes of Tanir Yassihoyik have so far traced the earliest
settlement phase back to the Late Neolithic Period (ca. 6000 BC). This
early phase is followed by a cemetery area dated to the Late Chalcolithic
Period (ca. 4000 BC). Despite the limited excavation areas, finds from
these layers have revealed the presence of rare mortuary traditions and
cultural practices in Anatolian archaeology, such as intentional cranial
deformation (Late Chalcolithic Period) and isolated sub-floor skull
burials (Late Neolithic Period).

[1] Assoc. Prof. Dr., Kirsehir Ahi Evren University, Faculty of Science and
Literature, Department of Archaeology, e-mail: elif.basturk@ahievran.edu.tr
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Throughout the cultural deposits of the Late Neolithic Period, the
ceramic assemblage exhibits a highly homogeneous character,
consisting entirely of Dark-Faced Burnished Ware, incised and excised
decorated vessels, and impressed wares, all well-known from the Amugq
A-B phases. Although Dark-Faced Burnished Ware was initially defined
as a ceramic type specific to Northern Syria and Cilicia, recent studies
demonstrate that, with certain local variations, this tradition extended
over a much wider geography, including the Levant, Upper
Mesopotamia, Central Anatolia, and the southern foothills of the
Taurus Mountains. The aim of this paper is to evaluate Tanir
Yassihoytik, emerging as a new Neolithic—Chalcolithic center north of
the Taurus Mountains, within the context of cultural interactions across
the Anatolian, Levantine, and Mesopotamian spheres.

Keywords: Tanir Yassihoyiik, Late Neolithic—Chalcolithic, Afsin—
Elbistan Plain, Dark-Faced Burnished Ware, Cultural Interaction
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Kahramanmarag ili Afgin ilgesinde yer alan Tanir Yassihoyiik, Afsin-
Elbistan ovasinin oldukca dikkat cekici ve arkeolojik potansiyeli yiliksek
merkezlerinden biri olarak ©6ne c¢ikmaktadir. Giineydogu Toroslarin
kuzeyinde uzanan Afsin-Elbistan Ovasi, Orta Anadolu, Dogu Anadolu ve
Mezopotamya kiiltiirlerinin birbirine gecisinde stratejik bir kavsak gorevi
gormektedir. Tanir Yassihoyik ise bu stratejik alanin baglica su
kaynaklarindan biri olan Hurman Suyu kiyisindaki konumuyla hem
tarimsal tretim hem de ticaret ve iskdn agisindan oldukcga elverisli bir
yerlesim alanina sahiptir. 2021 yilinda baslayan sistematik kaz1 calismalari,
Tanir Yassihoytk'te Ge¢ Neolitik Dénem’den Roma Doénemi’ne kadar
kesintisiz devam eden, alt evrelere sahip dokuz farkli tabakaya ait bir
yerlesim silsilesini ortaya koymustur.

Tanir Yassihoyiik’iin  kuzeydogu eteklerinin yayildigi kayalik g¢ikinti
uzerinde gergeklestirilen caligsmalar, erken yerlesim evresini gu an igin Geg
Neolitik Dénem’e (M.O. 6000) gétiirmektedir. Bu erken evreyi, Geg
Kalkolitik Dénem’e (MO. 4000) tarihlenen mezarlik alani takip etmektedir.
Oldukga sinirli kazi alanlarinda saptanan bu tabakalara ait bulgular, bilingli
kafatasi deformasyonu (Gec¢ Kalkolitik Dénem) ve izole taban alt1 kafatasi
gémiisii (Geg Neolitik Dénem) gibi Anadolu arkeolojisinde nadir gériilen
oli gomme gelenekleri ve kiiltiirel pratiklerin varligini ortaya koymaktadir.

Gec¢ Neolitik Donem kiltiir dolgusu boyunca, tespit edilen seramik
buluntular son derece homojen bir gorliniim sunmakta olup, tamami
Amuq A - B evresinden bildigimiz Koyu Yiizli Ackili Mallar, ¢izi-kazima
bezemeliler ve baski bezemeli kaplardan olugsmaktadir. Koyu Yizlii Acgkili
Mallar baglangicta Kuzey Suriye ve Kilikya Bélgesi’ne 6zgii bir seramik tiirii
olarak tanimlanmis olmakla birlikte, son yillardaki g¢alismalar, baz1 yerel
varyasyonlarla birlikte bu gelenegin Levant, Yukari Mezopotamya, I¢
Anadolu ve Toros Daglari’'nin giliney etekleri boyunca daha genis bir
cografyaya yayildigini gostermektedir. Bu bildirinin amaci ise Toroslarin
kuzeyinde ortaya ¢ikan yeni bir Neolitik—Kalkolitik merkez olarak Tanir
Yassihoyiik’iin  Anadolu, Levant ve Mezopotamya eksenindeki kilturel
etkilesimler baglaminda degerlendirilmesidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tanir Yassihoytik, Geg Neolitik — Kalkolitik, Afsin—
Elbistan Ovasi, Koyu Yizliu Agkili Mallar, Kiltiirel Etkilesim
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Thoughts on Early Trans-Caucasian Regionalisation

Erken Trans-Kafkasya Bolgesellesmesi Uzerine Diisiinceler

Geoffrey D. SUMMERS™
Abstract

Outstanding contributions to the theme of this conference, and to the
Early Trans-Caucasian (ETC) in particular, were made by three scholars
who are no longer with us. Charles Burney, who conducted pioneering
surveys in Eastern Turkey before excavating the important sites of
Yanik Tepe and Haftavan Tepe in NW Iran; Altan Cilingiroglu, a
student of Burney, who excavated Dilkaya on the eastern shore of Lake
Van, and went on to make magnificent discoveries at Urartian Ayanis;
and Antonio Sagona, who first made a brave attempt at a synthesis of
the Kura-Araxes/Early Trans-Caucasian, published in three volumes,
which he improved and refined through his excavations at Sos Hoyiik
near Erzurum as well as at Chobareti and Rabati in Georgia. Against
this background, the ETC will be considered in the light of the recent
publication of a monograph on the pottery and objects from Charles
Burney’s excavations at Yanik Tepe in NW Iran. The core of this
contribution will comprise reflections on regionalisation within the vast
and diverse geographic spread of the ETC, with emphasis on the Lake
Urmia basin in NW Iran and the Van Region. The lack of large
horizontal exposures and long sequences of occupation at settlements
in Eastern Anatolia that are comparable to ETC II and III at Yanik Tepe,
and ETC III at Haftavan Tepe, necessitates a focus on pottery forms and
styles of embellishment. The paper will conclude with comments on
differing ETC settlement patterns and their possible explanations.

Keywords: Early Trans-Caucasian (ETC), Yanik Tepe, Regionalisation,
Ceramic Analysis, Lake Urmia Basin

[1] Prof. Dr., University of Chicago, Oriental Institute, e-mail:
summersgd @gmail.com
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Bu konferansin temasina, 6zellikle de Erken Trans-Kafkasya (ETC)
kiiltiirtine olagantistii katkilarda bulunan ii¢ degerli arastirmaci artik
aramizda degildir. Dogu Anadolu’da 6ncii nitelikte yiizey arastirmalari
gerceklestirdikten sonra Kuzeybati Iran’daki oénemli yerlesimler olan
Yanik Tepe ve Haftavan Tepe'de kazilar yapan Charles Burney;
Burney’nin 6grencisi olup Van Goéli’'niin dogu kiyisindaki Dilkaya’da
kazilar yiriiten ve daha sonra Urartu donemi Ayanis’te dikkate deger
kegiflere imza atan Altan Cilingiroglu; ve Kura-Aras/Erken Trans-
Kafkasya kiiltiiriine iligkin ilk kapsamli sentez c¢alismasini ig¢ cilt
halinde vyayimlayan, ayrica Erzurum vyakinindaki Sos Hoyilik ile
Glircistan’daki Chobareti ve Rabati’de yiliruttiigii kazilarla bu sentezi
gelistiren Antonio Sagona, bu alana en btuyilik katkilar1 sunmusg
isimlerdir. Bu arka plan dogrultusunda ETC kialtiiri, Charles
Burney’nin Kuzeybati Iran’daki Yanik Tepe kazilarindan ele gecen canak
¢omlek ve kiicik buluntular tlizerine yakin zamanda yayimlanan
monografinin 1s1ginda ele alinacaktir. Bu katkinin merkezinde, ETC’nin
genis ve cesitlilik gosteren cografi yayilimi igerisindeki boélgesellesme
olgusuna iligkin degerlendirmeler yer alacaktir; ozellikle Kuzeybati
Iran’daki Urmiye Golii havzasi ile Van Bélgesi iizerinde durulacaktir.
Dogu Anadolu’daki yerlesimlerde ETC II ve III (Yanik Tepe) ile ETC III
(Haftavan Tepe) dénemlerine karsilik gelen genis yatay agmalarin ve
uzun siireli yerlesim dizilerinin eksikligi, analizlerin ¢anak c¢omlek
formlari ve bezeme stilleri tizerine yogunlasmasini zorunlu kilmaktadair.
Bildiri, ETC yerlesim modellerindeki farkliliklara ve bunlarin olasi
aciklamalarina yonelik yorumlarla son bulacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimler: Erken Trans-Kafkasya (ETC), Yanik Tepe,
Bolgesellesme, Seramik Analizi, Urmiye G6li Havzasi
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A New Study on the Mounds of Eastern Anatolia: Degirmenler
Hoyiik

Dogu Anadolu Hoéyiiklerine Dair Yeni Bir Calisma: Degirmenler
Hoytik

Giilsah ALTUNKAYNAK™ - Biilent GONULTAS!?!
Abstract

Located 18 km northeast of Erzurum, Degirmenler Hoyiik was
documented approximately thirty years ago as one of the most significant
settlements of the Erzurum Plain due to its rich archaeological potential.
However, the mound has lost more than half of its mass as a result of
road construction passing in front of it, and its location at the center of
the village has also led to the gradual destruction of its remaining
presence. Before the natural and anthropogenic damage could erase all
the information preserved within, intervention was initiated in order to
conserve and document the site.

In 2023, the section face opened on the side of the mound facing the
village road was cleaned, and the first stage of work was planned. In
2024, excavations began on the designated section using the step trench
method, during which a Medieval cemetery area was identified at the
topmost level. A step was left to preserve the Iron Age layer immediately
beneath the cemetery, and it was determined that the Iron Age was
represented at the settlement by substantial architectural remains.
Between the Iron and Bronze Ages, a significant transitional phase
characterized by mixed material was identified, as evidenced by ceramics
belonging to both the Iron Age and the Karaz Culture, while finds
potentially attributable to the Late Bronze Age were also documented.

[1] Assoc. Prof. Dr., Erzurum Archaeological Museum /Tiirkiye
e-mail: gulsahaltunkaynak@gmail.com ORCID ID: 0000-0001-8108-2471
[2] Deputy Director General, General Directorate of Cultural Heritage and

Museums
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The sterile layer containing Karaz Culture materials indicated the
beginning of Bronze Age excavations. The Bronze Age was revealed
through a carefully constructed architectural layout, including a four-
phased structure containing a furnace and channel in its earliest stages.
The square-planned furnace, with an oval-framed entrance, constitutes
a unique example of the Karaz Culture. Together with its accompanying
channel, the furnace was associated with numerous large, pointed-
based Karaz vessels uncovered in front of it, suggesting a previously
unknown characteristic of this culture at Degirmenler Hoytik.

In the 2025 season, excavations commenced with the removal of the
Bronze Age furnace. Work continued in another space, visible also from
the section face, where Karaz ceramics appeared in dense
concentration.

In both the Iron and Bronze Age layers, rather than small finds, the
presence of strong architectural features is notable. Among the ceramic
materials, discoveries pointing to the Chalcolithic and even Neolithic
periods indicate that the earliest phases of settlement were considerably
earlier.

Keywords: Eastern Anatolia, Degirmenler Hoyik, Iron Age, Early
Bronze Age, Karaz Culture
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Erzurum’un 18 km Kuzeydogusunda yer alan Degirmenler Hoylik,
zengin arkeolojik potansiyeli ile Erzurum Ovasi’’nin en O6nemli
yerlesimlerinden biri olarak yaklagik 30 yil 6nce belgelenmistir. Ancak
Degirmenler Hoyiik, o6nilinden gecen yol calismasi ile yarisindan
fazlasini kaybetmis, koy merkezinde bulunmasi da kalan varliginin
glinden giline yitip gitmesine neden olmustur. Doga ve insan eliyle
olusan tahribat, hafizasindaki tiim bilgiyi yok etmeden, alana miidahale
edilerek koruma ve belgeleme caligsmalari basglatildi.

Hoylgin koy yoluna bakan cephesinde agilan kesit yiizeyi 2023 yilinda

temizlenerek ilk galigsmalar planlandi. 2024 yilinda ise kesit ylizeyinde
belirlenen alanda step trench yontemi ile kazilara baslandi ve en st
kisimda Orta Cag Mezarlik alani tespit edildi. Mezarlik alanin hemen
altinda bulunan Demir Cag Tabakasini belirleyen basamak birakildi ve
Demir Cag’'in, yerlesimde gti¢lii bir mimari ile temsil edildigi anlagildi.
Demir Cag ile Tung Cag arasinda énemli bir evrede karisik malzemenin
geldigi, Demir Cag ve Karaz Kiiltiirline ait seramiklerden anlagilirken,
Geg¢ Tung CGagi’na ait olabilecek bulgular da belgelendi. Karaz Kulturu
bulgularinin steril olarak geldigi tabaka Tung¢ Cag kazilarinin basladigini
gosterirken, Tung Caglar oldukga 6zenli duvar yapisiyla, ilk evrelerinde
firin ve kanal iceren 4 evreli bir mekanla ortaya c¢ikarilmaya baslanda.
Kare planli, oval gcergeveli bir girise sahip olan firin, Karaz Kiiltiiri’niin
o0zglin bir 6rnegidir ve beraberindeki kanal ile birlikte 6niindeki alanda
¢cok sayida sivri dipli biiylik boyutlu Karaz kaplari, kiiltiiriin daha 6nce
bilinmeyen bir 6zelligi ile Degirmenler Hoylik’te varlik gésterdigine
isaret etmektedir.

2025 sezonunda kazilar Tun¢ Cag tabakasindaki firinin kaldirilmasiyla

basladi. Karaz seramiklerinin yogun bi¢cimde devam ettigi, kesit
ylizeyinden de izlenebilen diger mekan igerisinde caligmalar devam
ettirilmistir.
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Hem Demir Cag hem de Tung Cag tabakalarinda, kiigiik buluntulardan
ziyade glicli mimari unsurlarin varligi dikkati cekerken, seramik
malzemeler icerisinde Kalkolitik hatta Neolitik Doneme isaret eden
bulgular yerlesimin, ilk evrelerinin g¢ok daha erken oldugunu

gostermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dogu Anadolu, Degirmenler Hoylik, Demir Cag,
Erken Tung Cagi, Karaz Kiiltiri
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From Dot to Motif: Geometric Designs on Eastern Anatolian
Karaz Ceramics

Noktadan Motife: Dogu Anadolu Karaz Seramikleri Uzerindeki
Geometrik Tasarimlar

Giilsah OZTURK™
Abstract

The Karaz Culture, which characterizes the Early Bronze Age of the
Eastern Anatolia Region, was influential over a wide geographical area
and is particularly notable for its characteristic ceramic tradition, which
developed a consistent decorative approach. Karaz ceramics, shaped by
hand and adorned using incision, relief, and impression-groove
techniques, feature designs composed of various geometric and
figurative forms on their surfaces. Over time, as the region hosted
many civilizations, the repertoire of motifs found on these lands has
become increasingly enriched, allowing for the diverse application of
geometric forms across a variety of surfaces.

These motifs were sometimes used merely as decorative elements to fill
empty space, while at other times they gained symbolic significance
through cultural subtexts. The creation process of motifs that begin
with a dot has acquired new meaning within each composition in which
it appears. The formation of a line through the repetition of dots marks
an important phase in the development of visual language. Since the
line serves as a medium through which the artist conveys emotions and
thoughts, its rhythmic quality necessitates that each design be
evaluated in its own context.

[1] Dr, Atatiirk University, Faculty of Letters, Department of Archaeology,

Erzurum e-mail: gulsahoztrkl@gmail.com
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Within the scope of this study, a semiotic analysis was conducted on
decorated ceramics selected from key centers of the Karaz Culture in
the Eastern Anatolia Region. The study discusses possible
interpretations regarding the purposes behind the use of geometric
designs in the ceramic tradition of the culture. Findings indicate that
geometric designs—comprising lines, triangles, rhombuses, concentric
circles, and spirals—were often used as part of decorative practices and
also played a significant role in shaping figurative designs within the
ceramic ornamentation repertoire.

Keywords: Karaz Culture, Decorated Pottery, Semiotic Analysis,
Geometric Motifs, Early Bronze Age Eastern Anatolia
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Dogu Anadolu Bélgesi’nin Erken Tung Caglarini karakterize eden Karaz
Kultiira genis bir cografyada etkili olmus ve 6zellikle sahip oldugu
karakteristik seramik geleneginde belli standartta gelisen bir bezeme
anlayisina sahiptir. El ile sekillendirilen, kazima, kabartma ve baski-
oluk teknikleri kullanilarak siislenen Karaz seramiklerinin ytizeylerinde
cesitli geometrik ve figiiratif formlarin yer aldig1 tasarimlar
bulunmaktadir. Siiregelen zaman igerisinde bolgenin bircok medeniyete
ev sahipligi etmis olmasi bu topraklardaki motif repertuarini giin
gectikge zenginlegtirmis ve boylelikle geometrik formlarin ¢ok c¢esitli
ylizeylerde kullanimini mimkin kilmigtir. Bu motifler kimi zaman
sadece bosluk doldurma arzusuyla tretilen bir siisleme unsuru olarak
kullanilirken, kimi zaman da kiilttirel alt kodlarla beslenerek gosterge
niteligi kazanmaistir.

Nokta ile baslayan motiflerin yaratim siireci, yer aldigi kompozisyon
icerisinde her defasinda yeni bir deger kazanmigtir. Noktanin art arda
siralanmasiyla c¢izginin olusturulmasi gorsel dilin yaratilmasinda
onemli bir evreyi olusturur. Sanat¢inin duygu ve diistincelerinin karsi
tarafa aktariminda araci olan ¢izginin belli bir ritme sahip olmasi her bir
tasarimin kendi 0zelinde degerlendirilmesi gerektigini zorunlu
kilmaktadair.

Bu galisma kapsaminda Dogu Anadolu Bolgesi’'ndeki Karaz kiiltiiriine
ait baglica merkezlerden segilen bezemeli seramiklerin gdstergebilimsel
analizi yapilarak geometrik tasarimlarin kiltiiriin seramik geleneginde
hangi amacgla kullanilmis olabilecegine dair gorilisler tartismaya
sunulmustur. Bulgular ¢izgi, ticgen, eskenar doértgen, i¢ ice konsantrik
daire ve spiralden olusan geometrik tasarimlarin kiiltiriin seramik
bezeme repertuvarinda ¢ogu zaman bir siisleme pratigi icerisinde
kullanildigini ve ayni zamanda figtiratif tasarimlarin sekillenmesinde de
etkili oldugunu gostermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Karaz Kilturii, Bezemeli Seramik,
Gostergebilimsel Analiz, Geometrik Motifler, Erken Tung Cagi
Dogu Anadolu m
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Early Bronze Age Kura-Araxes Culture Temple Complex from
Gudabertka Settlement

Gudabertka Yerlesmesinden Erken Tung Cagi’na Ait Kura—Aras
Kiltiria Tapinak Kompleksi

Giorgi MINDIASHVILI™ - Zviad SHERAZADISHVILI!?!
Abstract

Gudabertka hill-settlement is situated in Eastern Georgia, 7 km to the

North-East from Gori, on the left side of Thilisi-Senaki-Leselidze
international highway. Study of the site begun in 1950-ies and since
that cultural layers and graves from early bronze age to Hellenistic
Period were excavated.

Excavations conducted during past 70 vyears, both outstanding
architectural structures and artifacts of huge significance belonging to
different stages of Kura-Araxes Culture have been uncovered, all of
which are stored in Gori Historical-Ethnographical Museum. Working
on archives and processing of excavated material, artifacts unique for
South Caucasus region have been identified, which are still unknown to
wider scientific community.

In 1950-60-ies two equal size rectangular shape buildings, parallel to
each other and oriented on E-W were excavated on Gudabdertka
settlement. In the north wall of the first (north) building two niches
were cleaned and in each of them, respectively a pot and a conical stone
seal with friezes were founded. In the second (south) building square
clay altar and sacrificed wild goat horns were discovered. Another
conical stone seal was found in the pit very close to the building with
the niches.

[1] Giorgi Mindiashvili, Georgian National Museum
[2] Dr., Zviad Sherazadishvili, Tbilisi State University, Gori Historical-
Ethnographical Museum
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The distinctive architecture from regular buildings excavated on the
site, conical stone seal with friezes, altar and the arrangement of these
two buildings, allow us to suggest that during middle stage of the Kura-
Araxes Culture (IV-III mill. B.C.), temples already existed on
Gudabertka settlement, where traces of different rituals related to
representation of beliefs are confirmed with artifacts.

Keywords: Eastern Georgia Gudabertka Hill-Settlement Kura-Araxes
Culture Early Bronze Age
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Gudabertka Hoyiuk yerlesmesi, Dogu Giurcistan’da, Gori gehrinin 7
kilometre kuzeydogusunda, Kvernake sirtinin kuzey yamacinda, Tiflis—
Senaki—Leselidze uluslararasi karayolunun sol tarafinda yer almaktadir.
Alan tizerindeki arastirmalar 1950’li yillarda baslatilmis olup, bu siirecte
Erken Tung¢ Cagi’'ndan Helenistik Dénem’e kadar uzanan kiltiirel
tabakalar ve mezarlar ortaya ¢ikarilmaistir.

Son yetmis yil boyunca yiriittilen arkeolojik kazilar sonucunda, Kura—
Araz Kultart’nan farkli evrelerine ait dikkat cekici mimari yapilar ile
biiyiik 6neme sahip maddi kiiltir buluntular1 tespit edilmistir. S6z
konusu eserlerin tamami Gori Tarih ve Etnografya Miizesi'nde
korunmaktadir. Argiv belgelerinin ve erken dénem kazi materyallerinin
yeniden degerlendirilmesi neticesinde, Giliney Kafkasya bolgesi igin
benzersiz nitelikte buluntular belirlenmistir. Bu eserlerin 6nemli bir
kismai, bilim diinyasinda hala yeterince taninmamaktadir.

1950-1960’lh  yillarda Gudabertka = yerlesmesinde, dogu-bati
dogrultusunda uzanan, birbirine paralel, esit biytikliikte iki dikdértgen
planli yap1 aciga cikarilmistir. Birinci (kuzeydeki) yapinin kuzey
duvarinda iki nis tespit edilmisg, bu nislerde sirasiyla bir seramik kap ile
frizlerle siislenmis konik bicimli tas miihiir bulunmustur. Ikinci
(giineydeki) yapida ise kare bicimli kilden bir sunak ile adak olarak
birakildig1 anlagilan yabani keg¢i boynuzlari ortaya c¢ikarilmistir. Nisli
yapinin yakinindaki killi bir cukurda ayrica bir bagka konik tas mihir
bulunmustur.

Yerlesmede ortaya cikarilan siradan konutlardan farkli olan bu 6zgiin
mimari yapilar, frizli konik tag miihiirler, sunak ve yapilarin mekansal
diizeni, Kura—Araz Kiiltiirii'niin gelismis evresinde (yaklasik M.O. IV—
III. Binyil donimiinde) Gudabertka yerlesmesinde tapinaklarin varligini
diisindiirmektedir. Bu tapinaklarda inang ve ritiiellerle iliskili cesitli
torenlerin izleri, arkeolojik buluntularla maddi olarak belgelenmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dogu Giircistan, Gudabertka Hoytigli, Kura-
m Aras Kiilttirii, Erken Tung Cagi
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The U6 Elite Burial of the Karaz Culture (3rd Millennium
B.C.E.) From Parmaksiz Kale Hoyiik

Parmaksiz Kale Hiiyiik’iin Karaz Medeniyetine (M.O. 3. Binyil)
Ait U6 Elit Mezari

Umut PARLITI™ - Nazli AKBAS
Abstract

A series of burials confirming the existence of elite social class have
been identified in eastern Anatolia during Late Chalcolithic and Early
Bronze Ages. It has become clear with the excavations carried out in
recent years that the "elite burial" tradition is practiced more than
known, especially as you go north along the Euphrates and Tigris
valleys. These burials are notable for their abundance of metal artifacts
in addition to ceramic, stone, and bone objects. Another point that
distinguishes these burials from other burials is that they have the
tradition of cist grave by being covered with stones in the form of
regular plates.

A stone cist grave belonging to the Karaz Culture was found at the
south slope cemetery of Parmaksiz Kale Hoyiik in Hinis, Erzurum. The
tomb exhibits all the characteristics of a family of the elite class
associated. The royal burial in Parmaksiz Kale Hoytik, which draws
attention with its rich grave goods and monumental tomb architecture,
similar to those at Arslantepe, Hassek and Basur Héyiik, reveals the
difference in status within Karaz Culture. Game pieces and boards
reflecting daily life, in situ Karaz pottery, stone and bone tools, status
indicating meta, and symbolic items such as obsidian weapons, hair
spirals, needles, beads and toy-like objects collectively reveal the
profound transformation that took place in Eastern Anatolia during the
Early Bronze Age.

Keywords: Eastern Anatolia, Parmaksiz Kale Hoytik, Karaz Culture,
Elite Burial, Cist Grave

[1] Assoc. Prof. Dr., Atatiirk University, Faculty of Letters, Department of
Archaeology, e-mail: umutparilti62 @gmail.com

[2] Research Assistant, Gaziantep University, Faculty of

Communication, Department of Radio, Television and Cinema, e-mail:
nazakbas@gmail.com
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Geg Kalkolitik Cag1 Sonu ve Erken Tung¢ Cagi Anadolu'sunda statii
olarak elitlerin varligini dogrulayan bir dizi mezar tespit edilmistir.
Ozellikle Firat ve Dicle vadileri boyunca kuzeye dogru cikildikca “elit
mezar” geleneginin bilinenden daha fazla uygulandigi son vyillarda
yapilan kazilarla netlesmistir. Bu mezarlar pigsmis toprak, tas, kemik
eserler disinda metal eserlerin bolluguyla da dikkat cekmektedirler. Yine
bu mezarlar1 diger mezarlardan ayiran bir diger husus diizenli plaka
halinde taglarla kaplanarak sanduka mezar gelenegine sahip olmalaridir.

Erzurum Ili, Hinis ilcesinde bulunan Parmaksiz Kale Hoyiik’iin Giiney

Yamag¢ Mezarliginda Karaz Medeniyetine ait Tas Sanduka Tipi mezar
tespit edilmigtir. Biitiin yonleriyle elitlere ait aile mezar1 6zelligi
sunmaktadir. Arslantepe, Hassek ve Basur Hoyuk'te oldugu gibi zengin
mezar buluntulari ve anitsal mezar mimarisiyle dikkat ¢eken Parmaksiz
Kale Hoyiik’teki krali mezar Karaz Kiltiiriinde var olan statti farkini
gozler 6niine sermektedir. Giindelik hayati yansitan oyun taglari ve
tablasi, in situ Karaz kaplari, tas ve kemik aletler; statiiyii yansitan
metal eserler; cinsiyeti simgeleyen obsidyen ok ve mizrak uclari, sag
spirali, igneler, boncuklar ve yasi temsil eden oyuncak eserleriyle Erken
Tung Cagi Dogu Anadolu'sunda yagsanan derin degisimi gozler dniine
sermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dogu Anadolu, Parmaksiz Kale Hoyiik, Karaz
Medeniyeti, Elit Mezar, Tas Sanduka.
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Van Catak Kaniya Bekan Necropolis: New Data in Iron Age
Research

Van Catak Kaniya  Bekan  Nekropolii: Demir Cagi
Arastirmalarinda Yeni Veriler

Gulan AYAZM
Abstract

A new surface survey project was launched in 2021 in the southern part
of the Van Lake Basin. The survey covers the districts of Gevas,
Bahcesaray, and Catak. In the first year of the work, tombs dating back
to the Iron Age in Eastern Anatolia were discovered 1.5 km southwest of
the Icimli hamlet, which is part of the Uzuntekne village in the Catak
district. The tombs, located within the pastoral lands of I¢imli village,
are situated in an area referred to by the villagers as Kaniya Bekan. The
Kaniya Bekan Necropolis Rescue Excavations, which began at the Van
Museum Directorate in the same year as the surface surveys, have been
carried out continuously until 2025 and are still continuing.

The Kaniya Bekan Necropolis is located on a steep slope at an elevation
of 2270 m. The tombs are spread out underground in a random pattern,
depending on the topographical conditions. Based on recent findings
and, unfortunately, traces of illegal excavations identified in the area, it
is understood that the necropolis covers a large area of approximately
23 decares.

This paper will present data obtained from excavations at the Kaniya
Bekan Necropolis. As a result of rescue excavations conducted between
2021 and 2025, a total of 11 tombs (M1-M11) of the chamber and woven
tomb typology were recorded at the Kaniya Bekan Necropolis.

[1] Assoc. Prof. Dr., Van Yiiziincii Yil University, Faculty of Letters,
Department of Archaeology, e-mail: gulanayaz@gmail.com, ORCID: 0000-

0002-7228-073X


mailto:gulanayaz@gmail.com

Ve

EASTERN ANATOLIAN ARCHAEOLOGY WORKSHOP IlI

DOGU ANADOLU ARKEOLOJisi CALISTAYI 111

aY N¥aLg

o%

Metal artifacts, beads, and pottery recovered in large quantities from
the graves replicate collections known from Iron Age graves in Eastern
Anatolia, but the artifact groups are also represented by quite unique
examples. However, an important point to note is that Late Iron Age
ceramics were recovered for the first time in the Van Lake Basin, along
with Early and Middle Iron Age finds, at the Kaniya Bekan Necropolis.
Another scientifically remarkable finding from the necropolis is the
anthropological data. The discovery of more than fifteen trepanned
skulls from different graves during the excavation is a unique finding
for the scientific world. The studies conducted indicate that the
necropolis is an important archaeological center for the Iron Ages of
Eastern Anatolia.

Keywords: Eastern Anatolia, Early-Middle-Late Iron Age, Kaniya Bekan
Necropolis, Trepanation
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Van Go6lu Havzasi’'nin giineyinde 2021 yilinda yeni bir ylizey arastirmasi
projesine baslanmigtir. Arastirmanin sinirlari Gevas, Bahgesaray ve
Catak ilgelerini kapsamaktadir. Calismalarin ilk yilinda, Catak Ilcesi
Uzuntekne Koyii’ne bagl Icimli Mezrasi’nin 1.5 km. giineybatisinda,
Dogu Anadolu Demir Caglarina tarihlendirilen mezarlar tespit
edilmistir. Icimli Kéyii'niin mera arazisi icerisinde yer alan mezarlar,
koéy halki tarafindan Kaniya Bekan olarak adlandirilan mevkide yer
almaktadir. Ylizey arasgtirmalariyla ayni yil, Van Miizesi Bagkanligi’nda
baslayan Kaniya Bekan Nekropolii Kurtarma Kazilari, 2025 yilina kadar
araliksiz slirdiiriilmiis ve halen devam etmektedir.

Kaniya Bekan Nekropolii, 2270 m. rakimli dik bir yamag tizerindedir.
Mezarlar topografik kosullara bagli olarak daginik bir bigimde yeraltina
acilmiglardir. Giincel tespitler ve ne yazik ki alanda saptanan kagak kazi
izleri degerlendirildiginde, nekropoliin yaklasik 23 déniimliik genis bir
alana yayildig1 anlasilmaktadir.

Bu bildiri kapsaminda, Kaniya Bekan Nekropolii kazilarindan elde
edilen veriler sunulacaktir. 2021-2025 vyillar1 arasinda gerceklestirilen
kurtarma kazilari sonucunda, Kaniya Bekan Nekropolii’'nde oda ve 6rme
mezar tipolojisinde toplam 11 mezar (M1-M11) kayit altina alinmastir.

Mezarlardan yogun olarak ele gecirilen metal eserler, boncuklar, ¢anak
¢comlekler Dogu Anadolu Demir Cag mezarlarindan bilinen
koleksiyonlar1 tekrar etmekle birlikte eser gruplari oldukca 06zgiin
ornekler ile de temsil edilir. Bununla birlikte dikkatlerin ¢ekilmesi
gereken 6nemli bir nokta; Van Golii Havzasi’nda ilk defa Kaniya Bekan
Nekropol'iinde Erken ve Orta Demir Cag buluntulariyla birlikte Geg
Demir Cag seramiklerinin de ele gecirilmis olmasidir. Nekropoliin
bilimsel agidan dikkat gekici bulgularindan bir digeri ise antropolojik
verilerdir. Kazi stiresince farkli mezarlardan ele gecirilmis sayisi on besi
asan trepanasyonlu kafataslari bilim diinyasi i¢in benzersiz bir
sonugtur. Yirtitilen c¢alismalar, nekropoliin Dogu Anadolu Demir
Caglari icin 6nemli bir arkeolojik merkez oldugunu goésterir niteliktedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dogu Anadolu, Erken-Orta-Geg¢ Demir Cag, Kaniya

Bekan Nekropolii, Trepanasyon
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Excavations at Elbistan Karahdyiik and Hamzatepe (2021-
2024): Flood Events, Stratigraphy, and Cultural Development

Elbistan Karahdyiik ve Hamzatepe Kazilari (2021-2024): Sel
Tagkinlari, Tabakalanma ve Kiiltiirel Gelisim

Bora UYSALM- Ali CIFCI™

Abstract

Recent excavations at Elbistan Karahéyiik (2021-2024), conducted on

the northeastern slope of the mound, have revealed a stratigraphic
sequence spanning the Middle and Late Bronze Ages. Levels 5-7
correspond to the Late Bronze Age, while Levels 8-9 belong to the
Middle Bronze Age. The ceramic assemblages from the Hittite levels (5—
8) are consistent with those known from other Hittite centers, whereas
the pottery from Level 9 diverges from the Assyrian Colony Period
traditions of Central Anatolia and instead reflects Middle Bronze Age
ceramic types characteristic of the Malatya—Elaz1g region.

The excavations further uncovered substantial evidence for repeated
flood events in the Elbistan Plain during the Middle Bronze Age, caused
by the Hurman River. Thick flood deposits, several meters high, were
documented, demonstrating that major floods occurred both before and
after the establishment of Levels 9 and 8, and continued into the early
Late Bronze Age (Level 7).

[1]Prof. Dr., Sivas Cumhuriyet University, Faculty of Letters, Archaeology,
58140, Sivas-Tiirkiye, e-posta: borauysal@cumhuriyet.edu.tr

[2] Assoc. Prof. Dr., Marmara University, Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Department of History, 34722, Istanbul-Tiirkiye, e-posta:
cifcialil@gmail.com
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At Hamzatepe, fieldwork in 2021-2022 exposed several stone platforms
connected to earlier architectural remains, as well as three additional
urns, bringing the total number of urns identified at the site to 32. The
finds from these urns confirm the dating of the cemetery to the Middle
Iron Age. Overall, the results contribute valuable new data on
settlement continuity, regional ceramic traditions, and environmental
challenges in the Elbistan region during the second millennium BCE.

Keywords: Elbistan Karahoyilik, Hamzatepe, Middle Bronze Age,
Middle Iron Age, Floods, Urn Burials
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Elbistan Karahoytiik’te 2021-2024 yillari arasinda hoyiigiin kuzeydogu
yamacinda ylirutilen kazilar, Orta ve Ge¢ Tung¢ Cagi’'na yayilan bir
stratigrafiyi ortaya koymustur. 5-7. tabakalar Ge¢ Tung Cagi'na, 8 ve 9.
tabakalar ise Orta Tung¢ Cagi’'na tarihlendirilmektedir. Hitit
tabakalarindan (5-8) ele gecen seramikler, diger Hitit merkezlerinden
bilinen 6rneklerle uyumluluk gostermektedir. Buna karsilik 9. tabakanin
seramigi, Orta Anadolu’daki Assur Ticaret Kolonileri Cagi geleneginden
ayrilmakta ve Malatya—Elazig bolgesine 6zgti Orta Tung Cag1 seramik
ozelliklerini yansitmaktadir.

Kazilar ayrica, Orta Tung¢ Cagi boyunca Hurman Suyu’nun yol acgtigi
tekrar eden sel felaketlerine iliskin 6nemli kanitlar sunmustur. Hoytigiin
kuzeydogu kesiminde metrelerce kalinliga ulasan taskin dolgular: tespit
edilmistir. Bu veriler, biiyiik sel olaylarinin 9. ve 8. tabakalarin kurulusu
oncesinde ve sonrasinda yasandigini ve Ge¢ Tun¢ Cagi’nin baslarina
tarihlenen 7. tabakaya kadar devam ettigini gostermektedir.

Hamzatepe’de 2021-2022 wyillarinda gergeklestirilen c¢alismalar ise,
onceki sezonlarda belirlenen mimari unsurlarla iligkili birka¢ tas
platform ile ii¢ yeni urneyi ortaya ¢ikarmis; boylece alanda tespit edilen
urne sayisi 32’ye yuikselmistir. Urnelerden elde edilen buluntular,
mezarlik  alaninin  Orta  Demir  Cagi’na  tarihlendirilmesini
dogrulamaktadir. Genel olarak, elde edilen sonuclar Elbistan bolgesinde
M.O. 2. Binyil boyunca yerlesim siirekliligi, bolgesel seramik gelenekleri
ve gevresel dinamiklere iliskin 6nemli yeni veriler sunmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Elbistan Karahoyilik, Hamzatepe, Orta Tung, Orta
Demir Cagi, Taskin, Urn Mezarlar
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Columned Hall in Metsamor (Armenia): A few comments not
only about the Architecture

Metsamor’daki (Ermenistan) Siitunlu Salon: Sadece Mimarlik
Uzerine Olmayan Birkac Yorum

Krzysztof JAKUBIAK™

Abstract

Recent work associated with a research project at the Metsamor site,
located some thirty kilometres south-west of Yerevan, has uncovered a
fragment of urban development from the early Iron Age. Apart from
relics of residential buildings, the most important discoveries
undoubtedly include the remains of a column hall. At present, it is the
oldest building of this type found in Armenia. The proposed
presentation will attempt not only to discuss the architectural design
itself, but will also attempt to guess the function of this building. Based
on field research, several phases of the building's use can be
distinguished. Finally, the building was completely destroyed during a
violent fire. It remains to be seen whether we can now guess the reasons
for the destruction of the hall, and also an important question is
whether the columnar hall was not part of a larger architectural complex
that occupied the central part of the so-called lower city in Metsamor.
The latter conjecture is intended as a contribution to a better
understanding of the functioning of the small city here, guessing at its
importance for the proto-state organisms that developed in the central
part of the Ararat valley.

Keywords: Metsamor, Early Iron Age, Urban Development, Columned
Hall

[1] Assoc. Prof. Dr., University of Warsaw, Faculty of Archaeology.
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Son yillarda Yerevan’in yaklasik 30 kilometre giineybatisinda yer alan

Metsamor’da ylirtitilen bir kazi calismalarinda, Erken Demir Cagi’na ait
bir kentsel gelisime dair veriler ortaya cikarmistir. Konut yapilarina ait
kalintilarin yani sira, en 6nemli buluntular arasinda kuskusuz bir
situnlu salonun kalintilar1 yer almaktadir. Bu vyapi, glinimizde
Ermenistan’inda bulunan bu turin bilinen en eski yap1 6rnegidir.
Onerilen sunum, yalnizca mimari tasarimi tartismakla kalmayip ayni
zamanda bu yapinin islevini de tahmin etmeye calisacaktir. Arazi
aragtirmalarina dayanarak yapinin kullanimina iligkin birka¢ evre ayirt
edilebilmektedir. Son asamada ise yapi siddetli bir yangin sirasinda
tamamen tahrip olmustur. Bugiin igin, salonun neden yikilmig
olabilecegi ve ayrica suitunlu salonun Metsamor’un s6zde alt kentinin
merkezi kismini1 kaplayan daha biiyiik bir mimari kompleksin pargasi
olup olmadigi 6nemli bir soru olarak karsimizda durmaktadir. Bu son
varsayim, burada bulunan kii¢iik kentin igleyisini daha iyi anlamaya,
Ararat Vadisi’nin merkezi boélimiinde gelisen proto-devlet olugsumlari
icin 6neminin ne olabilecegini kavramaya yo6nelik bir katki niteligi
tasimaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Metsamor Erken Demir Cagi, Kentsel Gelisim,
Siitunlu Salon
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North-western Iran and Eastern Anatolia Early Iron Age Burial
Chronologies: Reassessment and Ongoing Debates

Kuzeybat1 Iran ve Dogu Anadolu Ilk Demir Cag Mezar
Kronolojileri: Yeniden Degerlendirme ve Siiregelen Tartigsmalar

Erkan KONYAR! - Semsihan KAYA?
Abstract

The Early Iron Age chronology of Northwestern Iran and Eastern
Anatolia is a subject that needs to be reassessed, particularly on the
basis of burial finds. Traditionally, the Iron I and II phases of
Northwestern Iran have been used as a reference point for dating Early
Iron Age graves in Eastern Anatolia. However, recent research shows
that the proposed chronological comparison between these two regions
is problematic when geography, climate, living conditions, burial
customs, and metal industry are taken into account. In particular, the
increase in iron use in Northwestern Iran dated to 1000-800 BC does
not fully overlap with the 1200-1000 BC period considered the Early
Iron Age in Eastern Anatolia.

Stratified settlements that could represent the Early Iron Age in
Eastern Anatolia have not yet been identified, and the period is largely
defined through iron finds obtained from necropoleis. Meanwhile, sites
such as Hasanlu and Dinkha Tepe in Northwestern Iran provide
stratified and long-term settlement sequences. Therefore, despite the
clear cultural and environmental differences between the two regions,
the chronology of Eastern Anatolia has long relied on Northwestern
Iranian data.

[1] Prof. Dr., istanbul University, Faculty of Letters, Department of History,
e-mail: konyar@istanbul.edu.tr
[2] Dr., Istanbul University, Graduate School of Social Sciences,

e-mail: semsihan.kaya@ogr.iu.edu.tr
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Additionally, whereas metal was limited in the early phases of
Northwestern Iran, the presence of thousands of iron objects in Eastern
Anatolian necropoleis raises the question of how sustainable and
intensive iron production was possible among pastoral communities of
the period. Recent studies have shown that some finds previously
attributed to the Early Iron Age in Eastern Anatolia may in fact belong
to the Middle Iron Age or the post-Urartian period, making it necessary
to reevaluate the existing chronological model.

Within this framework, the aim of this study is to reassess the evidence
from both regions in relation to stratigraphy, burial customs, and
changes in metal production, thereby proposing a more coherent
framework for the chronological and cultural position of the Early Iron
Age.

Keywords: Early Iron Age, Eastern Anatolia and Northwestern Iran,
Chronology, Burial Customs, Metal Production
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Kuzeybati Iran ile Dogu Anadolu’nun Erken Demir Cag1 kronolojisi,
ozellikle mezar buluntular1 {izerinden yeniden degerlendirilmesi
gereken bir konudur. Geleneksel olarak, Kuzeybati Iran Demir I ve II
evreleri Dogu Anadolu’daki Erken Demir Cagi mezarlarinin
tarihlendirilmesinde bir referans noktasi olarak kullanilmistir. Ancak
son arastirmalar, bu iki bolge arasinda oOnerilen kronolojik
karsilastirmanin, cografya, iklim, vyasam kosullari, olii gémme
gelenekleri ve metal endiistrisi dikkate alindiginda sorunlu oldugunu
gostermektedir. Ozellikle Kuzeybati Iran’da demir kullanimindaki
artisin M.O. 1000-800 yillarina tarihlenmesi, Dogu Anadolu’da Erken
Demir Cag1 olarak kabul edilen M.O. 1200-1000 yillariyla tam olarak
ortlismemektedir.

Dogu Anadolu’da Erken Demir Cagi’ni temsil edebilecek stratigrafik
yerlesmeler hentliz tespit edilmemis olup, doénem buylik 6lglide
nekropollerden elde edilen demir buluntular tzerinden
tanimlanmaktadir. Ote yandan, Kuzeybati Iran’da Hasanlu ve Dinkha
Tepe gibi yerlesmeler, tabakalanmig ve uzun siireli bir iskan stireci
sunmaktadir. Dolayisiyla iki bolge arasindaki belirgin kiiltirel ve
cevresel farkliliklara ragmen Dogu Anadolu’nun kronolojisi uzun siire
Kuzeybati Iran verilerine dayanmistir.

Buna ek olarak, Kuzeybat1 Iran’in erken evrelerinde metalin sinirh
olmasina karsin Dogu Anadolu nekropollerinde binlerce demir obje
bulunmasi, bu doénemde pastoral yasam bicimindeki toplumlarda
stirdiirilebilir ve yogun bir demir iretiminin nasil miimkin oldugu
sorusunu giindeme getirmektedir. Son yillarda yapilan ¢alismalar, Dogu
Anadolu’da Erken Demir Cagi’na atfedilen bazi buluntularin aslinda
Orta Demir Cag1 veya Urartu sonrasina ait olabilecegini géstermis; bu
durum mevcut kronolojik modelin yeniden degerlendirilmesini gerekli
kilmigtir.

Bu gergevede calismanin amaci, her iki bolgenin bulgularini, stratigrafi,
gomil gelenekleri ve metal liretimindeki degisim baglaminda yeniden
degerlendirerek, Erken Demir Cagi’nin kronolojik ve kultiirel konumuna
iliskin daha tutarli bir cergeve 6nermektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Erken Demir Cagi, Dogu Anadolu ve Kuzey m
Bati Iran, Kronoloji, Gomii Gelenekleri, Metal Uretimi
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AAYA - The Arapgir Archaeological Survey: New Data from
the Western Bank of the Upper Euphrates

AAYA Arapgir Arkeolojik Yiizey Arastirmasi: Yukari Firat’in Bati
Kiyisindan Yeni Veriler

Alper GOLBAS™
Abstract

The Arapgir Archaeological Survey (AAYA), initiated in 2022, has been
conducted on the western bank of the Upper Euphrates, in and around
the district of Arapgir (Malatya Province). This project represents the
first systematic archaeological investigation carried out in the region
since the pioneering work of Kili¢c Kokten in 1972, filling a fifty-year gap
in field research. The survey aims to document the multi-layered
cultural landscape of the area from prehistory to the Ottoman period.
Fieldwork has employed GPS-based systematic survey methods, the
collection and documentation of portable finds, and the mapping of
architectural remains in situ.

Preliminary results include Paleolithic lithic assemblages; caves,
mounds, and settlements dating to the Neolithic, Chalcolithic, and
Bronze Ages; Iron Age fortresses and fortifications; rural settlements,
roads, and necropoleis from the Roman—Byzantine periods; and village
patterns and cemeteries from the Seljuk—Ottoman era. Particularly
significant discoveries were made at Onar, Ormansirti, and Aktas,
where mounds, tumuli, and defensive structures highlight Arapgir’s
role within both the Upper Euphrates and the broader cultural
geography of Eastern Anatolia.

[1] Lecturer Dr., Mugla Sitki Ko¢gman University, Ortaca Vocational School,
Tourist Guiding Program, e-mail: alpergolbas@mu.edu.tr, ORCID: 0000-
0002-2234-482X
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The survey also documented monumental tumulus-type graves
spanning from the Bronze Age through the Roman period. These
contained both local ceramics and Karaz-type pottery, the latter being a
widespread cultural tradition in Eastern Anatolia. Iron Age finds
illustrate connections with Urartian and neighboring cultures, while
Roman-Byzantine remains reflect religious and economic networks.

Seljuk and Ottoman material, in turn, illustrates processes of
continuity and transformation.

In total, 28 newly identified sites have been recorded, with proposed
site inventory forms submitted for each. The emerging data show that
Arapgir was not merely a western frontier of the Euphrates, but a
crossroads of cultural interaction throughout history. The preliminary
results of AAYA provide important contributions to the archaeology of
Eastern Anatolia as well as to broader discussions on the historical
geography and cultural history of the Upper Euphrates.

Keywords: Malatya Arapgir, Upper Euphrates, Archaeological Survey,
Archaeological Chronology
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Arapgir Arkeolojik Yiizey Arastirmasi (AAYA), 2022 yilindan itibaren

Yukar: Firat’in bati kiyisinda, Malatya ili Arapgir ilcesi ve cevresinde
yurttilmektedir. Calismamiz, bolgede 1972 vyilinda kilig Kokten’in
yaptigl son arastirmanin ardindan 50 yil sonra yapilan ilk arkeolojik
aragtirma 6zelligini tagimaktadir. Calismalar, bélgenin tarih 6ncesinden
Osmanli dénemine kadar uzanan g¢ok katmanli kiltiirel yapisini
belgelemeyi amaclamaktadir. Arazi arastirmalarinda GPS tabanl
sistematik yilizey taramalar1 uygulanmig, tasinabilir buluntular
belgelenmis ve mimari kalintilar koordinatlandirilarak kaydedilmistir.

Ik sonuclar, Paleolitik dénem tas alet topluluklarini, Neolitik,
Kalkolitik ve Tun¢ Cagi’na ait magara, hoyuk ve yerlesmeleri, Demir
Cag1 kale ve tahkimatlarini, Roma—Bizans kirsal yerlesimleri, yollar1 ve
nekropollerini, ayrica Selcuklu—Osmanli dénemine ait kdy dokusu ve
mezarliklar1 kapsamaktadir. Ozellikle Onar, Ormansirti, Aktas gibi
alanlarda tespit edilen hoytik, tiimiiliis, savunma yapisi kalintilari,
Arapgir’'in hem Yukar1 Firat hem de Dogu Anadolu kaltiir
cografyasindaki roliinii agiga ¢ikarmaktadir.

Bolgede Tun¢ Cagi’ndan Roma Doénemi’ne kadar genis bir dénem
araliginda anitsal yigma mezarlar yapildigi da calismalar sirasinda
belgelenmigtir. Hem yerel ¢anak ¢émlek hem de Dogu Anadolu’nun
yaygin kultiiri olan Karaz canak ¢omlekleri igeren anitsal mezarlar
tespit edilmistir. Demir Cagi verileri Urartu ve komsu kiilttirlerle
iligkileri gosterirken, Roma-Bizans buluntulari dini ve ekonomik
baglantilar1 belgelemektedir. Selguklu ve Osmanli dénemine ait izler ise
bolgedeki siireklilik ve dontisim streclerini  anlamamiza katki
saglamaktadir.

Arazi calismalar1 sirasinda tespit edilen 28 yeni alan igin sit fisleri

hazirlanarak o6neride bulunulmustur. Elde edilen veriler, Arapgir’in
yalnizca Firat’in batisinda kalan bir sinir hatti degil, tarih boyunca
kiiltiirel etkilesimlerin kavsak noktasi oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.
AAYA’'nin 6nci sonuclari, Dogu Anadolu arkeolojisine oldugu kadar
Yukar1 Firat’in tarihsel cografyasi ve kultir tarihine de yeni katkilar
sunmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Malatya Arapgir, Yukart Firat, Yizey
Aragtirmasi, Arkeolojik Kronoloji



EASTERN ANATOLIAN ARCHAEOLOGY WORKSHOP III

nY N¥Fug,

DOGU ANADOLU ARKEOLOJisi CALISTAYI 111

The Highland Cultures of Arguvan (Malatya) in the Iron
Age: Settlement Patterns and Ceramic Repertoire

Demir Cagi’'nda Arguvan’in (Malatya) Yiiksek Yayla
Kiiltiirleri: Yerlesim Modelleri ve Seramik Repertuari

Sevgi DONMEZ!!

Abstract

During the 2022 research season and surface surveys conducted in the
Arguvan District of Malatya, dozens of Iron Age settlements and
numerous cromlechs that could be kurgans have been identified.
Arguvan District is located in the Upper Euphrates Region of the
Eastern Anatolia Region, in the north-east of the Malatya Plain. To the
east of Arguvan lie the districts of Arapgir and Baskil (Elazi1g), to the
west Hekimhan, to the north Divrigi (Sivas), and to the south and
south-west Yazihan. Arguvan, due to its location, lies on the transit
route between the cultural regions of Northeast Anatolia, Central
Anatolia, the Upper Tigris Basin, Northern Syria, Mesopotamia and the
Eastern Mediterranean. Arguvan's geographical features and geological
structure have played a significant role in the development of various
settlement models and cultural dynamics since Prehistoric times. A
large part of the settlements built on ridges and hills in the high
mountainous areas north of Arguvan are defensive settlements, similar
to the Iron Age fortresses seen in Northeastern Anatolia, formed by
surrounding steep rocky areas with stone walls. While mound
settlements were generally established on the plains stretching from the
centre of Arguvan District to the Euphrates Basin, settlements built on
natural hills and ridges in the Euphrates Basin and its hinterland,
probably for defence and control purposes, are noteworthy.

[1] Prof. Dr., Inoénii University, Faculty of Arts and Sciences,
Department of Archaeology, Malatya, Turkey, e-mail:
sevgi.donmez@inonu.edu.tr, ORCID: 0000-0002-0597-6585 m
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The ceramics identified in Arguvan's Iron Age settlements
predominantly reflect the cultural influence of Northeastern
Anatolia and Central Anatolia. However, pottery fragments
reflecting the cultural influence of Syria-Mesopotamia have also
been identified in some of the settlements. The Hittite-
influenced pottery found in settlements is significant in that it
demonstrates the continuation of Hittite cultural influence in
this region during the Iron Age. The cromlechs covered with
stones and soil, identified near the Iron Age settlements, bear a
close resemblance to the kurgan-type burial tradition found in
Northeast Anatolia. Furthermore, the metal slags identified in
the Iron Age settlements of Arguvan, located very close to iron
ore sources such as Hekimhan and Divrigi, are important in
terms of shedding light on the mining activities of the period.

Keywords: Malatya Arguvan, Highland Cultures, Iron Age Settlements
Cromlech / Kurgan Tradition
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2022 yili arastirma sezonunda, Malatya’nin Arguvan Ilcesi’nde
gerceklestirilen ylizey arastirmalari sonucunda, onlarca Demir Cagi
yerlesimi ve kurgan olabilecegini diistindiigiimiiz ¢ok sayida kromlek
tespit edilmistir. Arguvan Ilcesi, Dogu Anadolu Bélgesi'nin Yukar1 Firat
Boluimii’'nde, Malatya Ovasi’nin kuzeydogusunda yer almaktadir.
Arguvan’in dogusunda Arapgir ve Baskil (Elaz1g), batisinda Hekimhan,
kuzeyinde Divrigi (Sivas), giiney ve giineybatisinda Yazihan ilceleri yer
almaktadir. Arguvan, bulundugu konum itibariyle Kuzeydogu Anadolu,
Orta Anadolu, Yukari1 Dicle Havzasi, Kuzey Suriye, Mezopotamya ve
Dogu Akdeniz kiiltir bolgelerine gegis glizergdh1 tizerindedir.
Arguvan’in cografi 6zellikleri ve jeolojik yapisi, Prehistorik donemlerden
itibaren, cok c¢esitli yerlesim modelleri ve kiiltlirel dinamiklerin
gelisiminde ©6nemli rol oynamistir. Arguvan'in kuzeyindeki ytksek
daglik alanlarda, sirtlar ve tepeler tizerine kurulmus yerlesimlerin biiyiik
bir bolimi, Kuzeydogu Anadolu'da gorillen Demir Cagi kalelerine
benzer sekilde, sarp kayalik alanlarin tas duvarlarla c¢evrilmesiyle
olusturulmus savunma yerlesimleridir. Hoyiik yerlesimleri, genellikle
Arguvan Ilcesi merkezinden Firat Havzasi'na kadar uzanan ovalarda
kurulmusken, Firat Havzasi ve hinterlandinda, muhtemelen savunma
ve kontrol amacgli, dogal tepe ve sirtlar lizerine kurulmus yerlesimler
dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Arguvan’in Demir Cagi yerlesimlerinde saptanan
seramikler, yogun olarak Kuzeydogu Anadolu ve Orta Anadolu kiltiirel
etkisini yansitmaktadir. Ancak, yerlesimlerin bir kisminda, Suriye-
Mezopotamya Kkiiltiirel etkisini yansitan seramik parcalar1 da tespit
edilmistir. Yerlesimlerde saptanan Hitit kiiltiirel etkili seramikler,
Demir Cagi’nda, bu bolgede, Hitit kulturel etkisinin devam ettigini
gostermesi agisindan onemlidir. Demir Cagi yerlesimlerinin yakininda
tespit edilen, tizerleri tas ve toprakla 6rtiilmiis kromlekler, Kuzeydogu
Anadolu’da bulunan kurgan tipi gomu gelenegi ile yakin benzerlik
gostermektedir. Ayrica, Hekimhan ve Divrigi gibi demir madeni
kaynaklarina olduk¢a yakin konumda bulunan Arguvan’in Demir Cagi
yerlesimlerinde tespit edilen maden ciliruflari, donemin madencilik
faaliyetlerinin aydinlatilmasi agisindan 6énemlidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Malatya Arguvan, Yayla Kultirleri, Demir Cagi
Yerlesimleri Kromlek / Kurgan Gelenegi
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A Theoretical Approach to the Fortification-City Debates in
Urartu: The Case of Ayanis

Urartu’da Kale — Kent Tartigsmalarina Teorik Bir Yaklasim: Ayanis
Ornegi

Mehmet ISIKLI™ - Hazal OCAK'

Abstract

The concepts of city and urbanism have long been evaluated in Near

Eastern archaeology through Western- and Mesopotamian-centered
criteria; consequently, the settlements of Eastern Anatolia have often
been excluded from the category of “city.” Although a new definition of
the city was proposed for the Near East in light of Gordon Childe’s
criteria, the distinctive geographical conditions and discontinuous
settlement patterns of Eastern Anatolia limited the applicability of this
approach. During the Urartian Kingdom, however, the definition of
“fortress-city,” which considers the concepts of “fortress” and “city”
together, came to the fore. Initially, the elevated and defensible
locations and strong fortification systems highlighted typical fortress
features, but over time, fundamental criteria such as collective life,
production, and writing reveal that Urartian settlements developed an
urban character.

Ayanis, the last monumental city of the kingdom, excavated
systematically and continuously for forty years, has opened many issues
to debate in Urartian archaeology, including the question of city and
urbanism in Eastern Anatolia. In this respect, Ayanis represents one of
the most striking examples, simultaneously reflecting its identity as a

[1] Prof. Dr., Atatiirk University, Faculty of Letters, Department of
Archaeology, Erzurum e-mail: mehmet.isikli@gmail.com

[2] Atatiirk University, Faculty of Letters, Department of
Archaeology / Graduate School of Social Sciences PhD Program
Erzurum, e-mail: hazallocak@gmail.com
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fortress with monumental and imposing walls, and its urban
features through the citadel’s internal architectural organization,
the outer city fabric, and its planned settlement layout. Its
association with the final phase of the kingdom makes Ayanis a
critical center for understanding the transformation of Urartian
urbanism. Therefore, this study aims to open the discussion on
the historical development of the concepts of fortress and city
within Urartian settlements and, through the case of Ayanis, to
offer a new perspective on the concept of the city and the
distinctive trajectory of urban development in the Urartian
Kingdom.

Keywords: Urartian Urbanization, Fortress-City Model, Ayanis
Excavations, Eastern Anatolia Archaeology, Urban Development
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Kent ve kentlesme kavramlari, 6zellikle Yakindogu arkeolojisinde uzun
sliire Bati ve Mezopotamya merkezli Olgitlerle degerlendirilmis; bu
nedenle Dogu Anadolu yerlegsimleri ¢ogunlukla kent kategorisine dahil
edilmemigtir. Gordon Childe’in kriterleriyle birlikte Yakindogu ig¢in yeni
bir kent tanimi yapilmis olsa da Dogu Anadolu’nun sira disi cografi
kosullar1 ve siireksiz yerlesim diizeni nedeniyle bu yaklasim sinirh
kalmigtir. Urartu Kralligi doneminde ise “kale” ve “kent” kavramlarini
bir arada ele alan “kale-kent” tanimi giindeme gelmigtir. Baglangicta
yiiksek tepelerdeki korunakli konumlari ve giiclii sur sistemleriyle tipik
kale ozellikleri 6ne gikarken, zaman igerisinde gelisen kolektif yasam,
Uretim ve yazi gibi temel kriterler Urartu yerlesimlerinde kentsel bir
karakterin olustugunu gostermektedir.

Kesintisiz 40 yildir devam eden sistemli kazilariyla kralligin son
gorkemli kenti Ayanis, Urartu arkeolojisinde bir¢ok unsuru tartismaya
acarken bunlarin icerisinde konumuz olan Dogu Anadolu’da kent ve
kentlesme konusunu da tartismalara eklemistir. Bu baglamda Ayanis,
hem anitsal ve gorkemli surlariyla kale kimligini hem de sitadel ic¢i
mimari diizenlemeleri, dis kent dokusu ve planl yerlesim diizeniyle
kentsel o6zellikleri yansitan en carpici orneklerden biridir. Ozellikle
kralligin son evresiyle iligkilendirilmesi, Ayanis’i Urartu kentlesmesinin
doniisim siirecini anlamada kritik bir merkez haline getirmektedir.
Dolayisiyla bu c¢alisma, Urartu yerlesimlerinde kale ve kent
kavramlarinin tarihsel siire¢ icerisindeki gelisimini tartismaya agarak,
Ayanis 06zelinde Urartu kralliginda kent kavrami ve kralligin 6zgiin
kentsel gelisimine dair yeni bir perspektif sunmay1 amag¢lamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Urartu Kentlesmesi, Kale-Kent Modeli, Ayanis
Kazilari, Dogu Anadolu Arkeolojisi, Kentsel Gelisim
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Renewed Excavations at Argishtikhinili: Results of the First
two Season of works of the Armenian-Polish Archaeological
Expedition

Argigtihinili'de  Yeni Kazilar: Ermeni-Polonya Arkeoloji
Misyonunun Ilk Iki Sezon Calismalarinin Sonuglari

Mateusz ISKRA™ - Hasmik SIMONYAN'!
Abstract

In October 2024, after a long hiatus, archaeological work resumed at

Davti Blur hill, (Nor Armavir, Armenia) within the framework of a new
Armenian—Polish research project. Davti Blur comprises the western
part of the ancient city of Argishtikhinili, an Urartian fortress-city
founded in 774 BCE, which functioned as one of the main
administrative and economic centers of the Urartian Kingdom in the
South Caucasus during the 8th and 7th centuries BCE.

In addition to a well-preserved citadel, the western part of the city is

notable for its extensive residential district, where remains of large
houses belonging to the local elite have been uncovered. The new
project focuses on the interdisciplinary study of these residences in
order to reconstruct the economic and social aspects of their
inhabitants’ lives between the 8th and 6th centuries BCE.

Another important aim is the investigation of a cremation cemetery
with urn jars, located adjacent to the residential district and first
identified during field survey. This paper will present the results of
research conducted in the exceptionally well-preserved Houses 10 and
11, preliminarily dated to the late 7th—6th centuries BCE, including the
outcomes of laboratory analyses of the floor layers. In addition, the
results from the urnified cemetery will be discussed, where two seasons
of work have so far uncovered a total of 13 cremation burials and one
inhumation burial.

Keywords: Argishtikhinili, Urartian Architecture, Cremation Cemetery,
Elite Residences

[1] Dr., Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology, University

of Warsaw

[2] Dr., Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, National m
Academy of Science of Republic of Armenia
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Ekim 2024’te, uzun bir aranin ardindan, Nor Armavir’deki Davti Blur
tepesinde (Ermenistan) yeni bir Ermeni—Polonya arastirma projesi
kapsaminda arkeolojik calismalar yeniden basglatilmigtir. Davti Blur,
M.O. 774’te kurulan Urartu kale-kenti Argistikhinili’'nin bati kesimini
olusturmaktadir ve M.O. 8.-7. yiizyillarda Urartu Kralligi’nin Giiney
Kafkasya’daki baslica idari ve ekonomik merkezlerinden biri olarak iglev
gormustur.

Iyi korunmus bir sitadeline ek olarak, kentin bat1 béliimii genis bir
konut dokusuyla dikkat cekmektedir; burada yerel elitlere ait buyiik
evlerin kalintilari agiga ¢ikarilmigtir. Yeni proje, bu konutlarin
disiplinlerarasi yéntemlerle incelenmesine, béylece M.O. 8.—-6. yiizyillar
arasinda burada yasayanlarin ekonomik ve sosyal yagsamlarinin yeniden
kurgulanmasina odaklanmaktadir.

Bir diger 6nemli amag ise, konut alanina bitisik konumdaki ve ylizey
aragtirmasi sirasinda ilk kez saptanan urne kaplarindan olusan
kremasyon mezarliginin arastirilmasidir. Bu bildiride, Geg¢ 7.-6.
ylizyillara 6nciil olarak tarihlendirilen ve olaganiisti iyi korunmus
durumdaki 10 wve 11 numarali evlerde vyiritiilen aragtirmalarin
sonuglari, 6zellikle taban katmanlarina yonelik laboratuvar analizleriyle
birlikte sunulacaktir. Ayrica, simdiye kadar iki sezonluk calismayla
toplam 13 kremasyon ve bir inhumasyon gémiiti ortaya ¢ikarilan urneli
mezarliktan elde edilen sonuclar da tartigilacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Argistikhinili, Urartu Mimarligi, Kremasyon
Mezarligi, Elit Konutlar:
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On Urartu, Late Urartu and Post-Urartu: Material Culture in
Transition

Urartu, Ge¢ Urartu ve Urartu Sonras1 Uzerine: Gecis Siirecinde
Maddi Kiltir

Sandra HEINSCH-KUNTNER™
Abstract

The transitional phase from classical Urartu through Late Urartu to the
post-Urartian horizons represents a key period for understanding
cultural dynamics in Eastern Anatolia and its neighbouring regions.
Although classical Urartu is recognized as a clearly defined political
entity with characteristic material expressions, the developments of the
subsequent centuries remain insufficiently explored, particularly
regarding material culture and regional variations.

The terms "Late Urartu" and “Post-Urartu” are debated in scholarship
and are understood less as clearly defined chronological periods than as
heuristic tools to frame the complex transitional phase following the
collapse of the Urartian kingdom. Diverging periodization proposals—
for instance concerning the destruction of Karmir Blur or the
construction of the Thirty-Columned Hall at Erebuni—highlight the
conceptual ambiguity of these terms and reflect broader scholarly
discussions on temporal and cultural boundaries. Against this
background, material culture plays a crucial role in revealing both
continuities with the Urartian tradition and transformations in new
social, political and economic contexts.

[1] Assoc. Prof. Dr., Institut fiir Alte Geschichte und Altorientalistik,
Universitat Innsbruck, Austria, e-mail: Sandra.Heinsch@uibk.ac.at
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This paper examines selected categories of finds, including their
production techniques, forms, and decorative elements, from recent
excavations, particularly in Armenia, Georgia, and northwestern Iran.
These finds preserve Urartian traditions while also reflecting
innovations and external influences, demonstrating that the Late
Urartu period should not be seen solely as a phase of decline, but rather
as a time of intensive cultural adaptation and development.

The study contributes to the discussion of how material culture can
serve as a marker for political, economic and social transformations,
providing new perspectives for understanding complex transitional
processes between 750 and 500 BC.

Keywords: Late Urartu Period, Post-Urartian Culture, Material Culture
Analysis, Cultural Continuity and Transformation, Eastern Anatolia

Archaeology
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Klasik Urartu’dan Geg¢ Urartu’ya ve Post-Urartu evrelerine uzanan gecis
stiireci, Dogu Anadolu ve cevre bolgelerdeki kiltiirel dinamikleri
anlamak agisindan kritik bir dénemdir. Klasik Urartu, kendine 6zgi
maddi kiltlir unsurlariyla belirgin bir siyasi yap1 olarak tanimlansa da,
onu izleyen yiizyillara ait gelismeler—6zellikle maddi kiiltiir ve bolgesel
farkliliklar baglaminda—yeterince arastirilmis degildir.

"Geg¢ Urartu" ve "Post-Urartu" terimleri literatiirde tartismali olup,
kesin bi¢imde tanimlanmis kronolojik donemler olmaktan ziyade,
Urartu Kralligi’nin ¢okiigiint izleyen karmasik gecis siirecini agiklamak
i¢cin kullanilan yontemsel araglar olarak degerlendirilir. Karmir Blur’'un
yikimi ya da Erebuni’deki Otuz Stitunlu Salon’un ingasi gibi olaylara
iliskin farkli donemlendirme ©6nerileri, bu terimlerin kavramsal
belirsizligini yansitmakta ve zaman ile kiiltlirel sinirlar tizerine daha
genis bilimsel tartigsmalara isaret etmektedir. Bu baglamda maddi
kiltiir, hem Urartu gelenegiyle olan siireklilikleri hem de yeni sosyal,
politik ve ekonomik baglamlarda ortaya c¢ikan doéntisiimleri ortaya
koymada kritik bir rol oynar.

Bu bildiri, 6zellikle Ermenistan, Giircistan ve Kuzeybat1 Iran’daki son

kazilardan elde edilen buluntularin tiiretim teknikleri, bicimleri ve
bezeme wunsurlari gibi segilmis kategorilerini incelemektedir. Bu
buluntular, Urartu geleneklerini korurken ayni zamanda yenilikleri ve
dis etkileri de yansitmaktadir. Boylece Ge¢ Urartu doneminin yalnizca
bir ¢okiis evresi olarak degil, yogun kiiltiirel uyarlama ve gelisim dénemi
olarak degerlendirilmesi gerektigini ortaya koymaktadir. Calisma, maddi
kiltiirin siyasi, ekonomik ve sosyal déntlistimlerin bir géstergesi olarak
nasil kullanilabilecegine dair tartigmalara katki sunmakta; M.O. 750—
500 yillar1 arasindaki karmasik gegis stireglerini anlamaya yonelik yeni
perspektifler saglamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ge¢ Urartu Dénemi, Post-Urartu Kiltirti, Maddi
Kultiar Analizi, Kiltiirel Saireklilik ve Degisim, Dogu Anadolu Arkeolojisi
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Experiences of Empire on Assyria’s Northern and
Northeastern Frontiers

Assur'un Kuzey ve Kuzeydogu Sinirlarinda Imparatorluk
Deneyimleri

Poppy TUSHINGHAM !

Abstract

From the ninth to the seventh centuries BCE, the Kingdom of Assyria
was the predominant power in the Near East. For much of this time, its
Eastern Anatolian neighbour, Urartu, constituted its most powerful
rival. The region between them, therefore, was an area of high political
and military significance for both powers.

The nature of Assyria’s control over its border regions has long been
the topic of discussion, as for instance in Bradley J. Parker’s seminal
2001 work on The Mechanics of Empire along Assyria’s northern
frontier. In recent years, substantial quantities of new archaeological
data from Assyria’s northern and northeastern regions have emerged.
So too, textual finds, such as the sales document found at Hasankeyf
(published by Koray Topas and Faruk Akyiiz in 2020) and another at
Qalat-i Dinka (published by Karen Radner in 2015), shed new light on
the nature of Assyrian control in these areas. The latter, dating to 725
BCE, was drawn up during the reign of King Shalmaneser V, at a time of
substantial Assyrian power. The former, with its highly unconventional
date formulation, mentions ‘Cyaxares the Median king’ and appears to
date to the end of Assyria’s existence (as discussed by Michael Roaf in
2021).

The present study offers a discussion of such documents and considers
in particular the insights that they provide us into the experiences of
empire on the part of those positioned at Assyria’s north and
northeastern frontiers.

Keywords: Assyria, Urartu, Imperial Control, Northern and
Northeastern Frontiers, Hasankeyf Tablet, Qalat-i Dinka Document

[1] Dr., Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitit Miinchen, Faculty of
74 History and the Arts, Department of History,
e-mail: poppy.tushingham@Ilrz.uni-muenchen.de
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M.O. 9. yiizyildan 7. yiizyilla kadar Assur Kralligi, Yakin Dogu’nun
baskin giliciydii. Bu donemin biiyiik bir kisminda, dogu komsusu olan
Dogu Anadolu’daki Urartu Kralligi, Assur’un en gli¢cli rakibini

yliksek siyasi ve askeri 6neme sahipti.

Assur’un sinir bolgeleri tiizerindeki héakimiyetinin niteligi uzun
zamandir tartisma konusudur; 6rnegin Bradley J. Parker’in 2001 tarihli
6nemli calismasi The Mechanics of Empire Assur’un kuzey sinirina
odaklanir. Son yillarda Assur’'un kuzey ve kuzeydogu bolgelerinde
onemli miktarda yeni arkeolojik veri ortaya c¢ikmistir. Ayni gekilde
Hasankeyf’te bulunan ve 2020’de Koray Topas ve Faruk Akyliz
tarafindan yayimlanan satis belgesi ile Qalat-i Dinka’da bulunan ve
2015’te Karen Radner tarafindan yayimlanan diger bir belge gibi
metinsel buluntular, Assur hakimiyetinin bu bdlgelerdeki niteligine
yeni bir 11k tutmaktadir. 725 yilina tarihlenen ikincisi, Assur Krali V.
Shalmaneser déneminde, Assur gilicinin zirveye yakin oldugu bir
zamanda diizenlenmistir. Ilki ise son derece alisilmadik bir tarih
formiilasyonuna sahip olup “Med krali Kyaksar’dan soéz eder ve
gorlintigse gore Assur devletinin son donemine tarihlenmektedir
(Michael Roaf tarafindan 2021’de tartisildigi gibi). Bu calisma, séz
konusu belgeleri tartismakta ve 6zellikle Assur’un kuzey ve kuzeydogu
sinirlarinda yasayanlarin imparatorluk deneyimlerine dair sunduklari
icgorileri ele almaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Assur, Urartu, Imparatorluk Kontrolii, Kuzey ve
Kuzeydogu Sinirilari, Hasankeyf Tableti, Qalat-i Dinka Belgesi
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A New Pass Crossing the Toros Mountains: Egil-Palu/Ammas
Pass?

Toroslar1 Asan Yeni Bir Gegit: Egil-Palu/Ammas Gecgidi?
Harun DANISMAZ™ - Kemalettin KOROGLU™?!
Abstract

The South-Eastern Taurus Mountains are a high mountain range
separating Eastern Anatolia from Mesopotamia. With elevations
exceeding 3,000 metres, these mountains present a significant natural
barrier to campaigns originating in Mesopotamia and heading north.
Powerful kingdoms such as the Assyrian Empire were forced to cross
the Taurus Mountains during their campaigns to the north. Written
sources describing these campaigns highlight the difficulty of these
crossings. However, while some pass names are mentioned in the
campaign records, the exact locations of these passes are unknown.

Today, researchers suggest that the Ergani-Maden, Lice-Geng¢ and
Bitlis passes were used by armies crossing the Taurus Mountains, based
on the place names mentioned in the expedition records and
geographical conditions. The fact that modern transport routes still
follow these lines today supports this view. However, new field
observations and archaeological findings reveal that there were
alternative passes crossing the Taurus Mountains outside these routes.

This paper will focus on a new, previously unknown pass stretching
from Palu Castle, an important provincial centre of the Urartu
Kingdom, to the district of Egil in Diyarbakir. Records indicating the
use of this pass are based primarily on the campaign records of the Neo-
Assyrian king Shalmaneser III, who directed his campaigns towards
Eastern Anatolia. Beyond the physical suitability of the pass for
military passage, the bridges and settlements along the route indicate
that this route was used for an extended period.

This route, which can be defined as the Egil-Palu (Ammas) Pass, is
considered a new alternative route that should be taken into account in
understanding the political relations between Eastern Anatolia and the
Upper Tigris region, where the Neo-Assyrian centres were located.

Keywords: Taurus Mountains, Assyria, Urartu, Palu Fortress, Egil, Passes

[1] Assoc. Prof. Dr., Munzur University, Faculty of Letters, Department
of History, e-mail: hdanismaz@munzur.edu.tr

y/% [2] Prof. Dr., Marmara University, Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Department of History, e-mail: kemalettinkoroglu@gmail.com
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Guneydogu Toros Daglari, Dogu Anadolu ile Mezopotamya’yl
birbirinden ayiran yiksek dag silsilesidir. 3000 metreyi asan
yiikseltileriyle bu daglar, kuzeye yonelen Mezopotamya merkezli
seferlerin éniinde ciddi bir dogal engeldir. Ozellikle Asur Krallig1 gibi
glicli devletler, kuzeye diizenledikleri seferlerde Toroslar1 agmak
zorunda kalmistir. Seferlerden bahseden vyazili kaynaklarinda bu
geciglerin zorlugu belirmiglerdir. Ancak, sefer kayitlarinda Toroslar
tuzerinde baz1 gecit isimleri verilmekle birlikte bu gecgitlerin tam yerleri
bilinmemektedir.

Glunlimiizde arastirmacilar, ordularin Toroslar1 gecisinde sefer
kayitlarinda bahsedilen yer isimleri ve cografi kosullardan hareketle
Ergani-Maden, Lice-Geng ve Bitlis gecitlerinin kullanildigini ileri
siirmektedir. Glinlimtizde de modern ulasim yollarinin bu hatlar1 takip
etmesi bu goriisleri desteklemektedir. Fakat yeni arazi goézlemleri ve
arkeolojik bulgular, bu glizergahlarin disinda da Toroslar1 asan alternatif
gecitlerin de bulundugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

Bu bildiride, Urartu Kralligi’'nin 6nemli eyalet merkezi konumundaki
Palu Kalesi’nden baglayarak Diyarbakir’in Egil ilgesine kadar uzanan ve
literatiirde bilinmeyen yeni bir gecit tizerinde durulacaktir. Bu gec¢idin
kullanildigina iligkin = kayitlar o6zellikle Yeni Assur krali III.
Shalmanassar’in. Dogu Anadolu’ya yonelen sefer kayitlarina
dayanmaktadir. Gegidin fiziki yapisinin ordularin gecisine uygunlugu
disinda kopriiler ve glizergah tizerindeki yerlesimler, bu hattin uzun
stireli bir kullanim gérdigilint géstermektedir.

Egil-Palu (Ammasg) Geg¢idi olarak tanimlanabilecek bu giizergah, Dogu
Anadolu ile Yeni Assur eyalet merkezlerinin bulundugu Yukar1 Dicle
arasindaki siyasi iliskilerin anlagilmasinda dikkate alinmasi gereken
yeni bir alternatif yol olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Toros Daglari, Asur, Urartu, Palu Kalesi, Egil, Gegitler
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Easy to Conquer, Hard to Claim: A Historical Geography of the
Afsin — Elbistan Plain during the Iron Ages

Fethetmesi Kolay, Elde Tutmasi Zor: Demir Cagi’nda Afsin —
Elbistan Ovasi’'nin Tarihi Cografyasi

Mahmut Bilge BASTURK™!
Abstract

The Afsin — Elbistan Plain, situated on the western border of Eastern
Anatolia, functions as a natural gateway to Central Anatolia and, more
specifically, to the Mediterranean region. Nevertheless, its role as a
transit zone has always been constrained by the rugged mountain
ranges enclosing the plain, which force travellers to choose between
shorter but riskier routes and longer, safer alternatives.
Notwithstanding the evident limitations, the region's importance as a
corridor of mobility and exchange was ensured by its fertile lands and
its strategic position along the primary trade arteries connecting
Mesopotamia with Central Anatolia. During the Assyrian Trade
Colonies Age, the region's strategic importance was further
underscored by its position at a critical junction of commercial routes,
thereby assuming a pivotal role within regional trade networks.

The political landscape of the first millennium BC is elucidated through
epigraphic sources. Inscriptions from Karahoyiik, Izgin, and Tanir
provide evidence that the Afsin — Elbistan Plain was initially under the
dominion of the Kingdom of Malatya, and subsequently subjected to
Assyrian intervention. During the reigns of Shalmaneser III and Sargon
II, the Assyrian Empire exercised control through a sophisticated
system of alliances with regional powers, including Tabal and Gurgum.
Within this framework, Til-Karme/Til-Garimme emerged

[1] Prof. Dr., Anadolu University, Faculty of letters, Department of
Archaeology, e-mail: bilgebasturk@gmail.com
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as a central node in the military, administrative, and economic
structures of the region. Following the decline of Assyrian
authority, the plain was incorporated into the territories of Tabal,
Media, and subsequently Persia. From the Achaemenid period, it
was designated as Kataonia within the satrapy of Cappadocia.
Subsequently, during the Hellenistic period, it came under the
dominion of the Seleucids, and then was incorporated into the
Kingdom of Cappadocia.

This paper discusses the political, commercial and geographical
transformations of the Afsin-Elbistan Plain during the Iron Age. These
transformations are examined in the context of epigraphic findings and
archaeological data, particularly those obtained from the region,
specifically Tanir Yassihoyilik. The objective is to re-evaluate the region
within a multi-layered historical context.

Keywords: Afsin—Elbistan Plain, Iron Age, Trade Networks, Regional
Interaction
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Afsin — Elbistan Ovasi, Dogu Anadolu'nun bati sinirinda, Orta
Anadolu'ya ve o0zellikle Akdeniz’e uzanan dogal bir gegit gorevi
gérmektedir. Ancak bu islev giinlimiizde dahi sinirhidir, ¢linkii bélgede
seyahat edenler icin ovayi cevreleyen yalgin daglar bir siire sonra bir
cikmaz sokak haline gelir: Bolgeyi bilen yolcu, zamandan kazanmak i¢in
rotayl kisaltmakla gilivenligi icin rotayr uzatmak arasinda bir se¢im
vapmak zorundadir. = Genelde birinci tercihin agir bastig:
anlagilmaktadir: Afsin — Elbistan Ovasi hem tarimsal verimliligi hem de
Mezopotamya ile Orta Anadolu arasindaki ana ticaret yollar1 tizerindeki
stratejik konumu nedeniyle tarih boyunca o6nemli bir gegis alani
olmustur. Assur Ticaret Kolonileri Cagi'nda tiiccarlarin Orta
Anadolu’ya ulasgirken kullandiklari1 glizergdhlarin kavsak noktasinda yer
aldigi, bu baglamda Tanir Yassithoyiik’iin de bdélgesel ticaret aglari
icerisinde iglevsel bir konum tistlendigi anlagilmaktadair.

M.O 1. Binyilda bélgenin siyasi cografyasi yazitlar araciligiyla daha
somut bicimde izlenebilmektedir. Karahoytik, Izgin ve Tanir yazitlari,
Afsin — Elbistan Ovasi’nin 6ncelikle Malatya Kralligi’nin héakimiyet
sahasinda bulundugunu, ardindan Assur miidahalelerine maruz
kaldigin1 gostermektedir. III. Salmanasar’dan II. Sargon’a kadar olan
donemde Tabal ve Gurgum gibi yerel kralliklarin da dahil oldugu ¢ok
aktorlii bir giic dengesi igerisinde Assur etkisi hissedilmis; Til-
Karme/Til-Garimme kenti bu siiregte bélgenin askeri, idari ve ekonomik
yapisinda belirleyici bir rol {istlenmistir. Assur hegemonyasinin
zayiflamasi sonrasinda Afsin — Elbistan Ovasi; sirasiyla Tabal, Med ve
Pers idari sistemlerine entegre olmustur. Pers doneminden itibaren
Kataonia adiyla Kapadokya satrapligi icerisinde tanimlanan bdolge,
Helenistik doénemde Seleukos héakimiyetine ge¢mis, ardindan
Kappadokia Kralligi’'na baglanmaistir.

Bu bildiride, basta Tanir Yassihoyiik olmak itizere bolgeden edinilen
yeni veriler 1s1§inda Afsin — Elbistan Ovasi’'nin Demir Cagi’nda
gecirdigi siyasal, ticari ve cografi dontlisimler, epigrafik bulgular ve
arkeolojik veriler 1s1ginda tartisilmakta; bolgenin ¢ok katmanli tarihi
baglamda yeniden degerlendirilmesi amaclanmaktadair.

m Anahtar Kelimeler: Afsin—Elbistan Ovasi, Demir Cagi, Ticaret
Aglar1, Bolgesel Etkilesim
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Data Related to the Middle Iron Age in Northeast Anatolia:
The Land of Qulha and Tigem Fortress

Kuzeydogu Anadolu’da Orta Demir Cagi’na Iliskin Veriler: Qulha
Ulkesi ve Tigem Kalesi

Aysegiil AKIN ARAS - Alper ASLAN!

Abstract

The land of Qulha, as mentioned in Urartian written sources, emerges as
one of the most significant countries representing the period of local
kingdoms/principalities in the Middle Iron Age, in terms of both
terminology and chronology. While this period is generally associated with
the Urartian throughout eastern Anatolia and attributed to the Kingdom of
Urartu, it cannot be said with certainty that the northern part of the region
underwent a process of state formation through the unification of
principalities, as occurred in the south. In this context, it would be more
accurate to characterise the Middle Iron Age period in Northeast Anatolia
as a continuation of the Early Iron Age period of local principalities. While
it is challenging to identify the archaeological remains of these socio-
political formations, philological data and archaeological surveys in the
region have helped to locate the land of Qulha in the Ardahan-Gole area
and its surroundings. The capital of this country is described as “strongly
defended” in the Van Analikiz Chronicle belonging to Sarduri, son of
Argisti, and held a strategic position in Urartu's northern policies. This is
just one of the limited pieces of information we have about this country.

[1] Asst. Prof. Dr., Ardahan University, Faculty of Humanities and Letters,
Department of Archaeology, 75000 Ardahan / Tirkiye, e-mail:
aysegulakinaras@ardahan.edu.tr, ORCID: 0000-0002-6540-
7560.

[2] PhD Student, Universita di Torino, Department of Historical Studies,
10024 Torino / Italy, e-mail: nagarcuna6082@gmail.com, ORCID: 0009-

0001-9094-4018.
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This study will discuss the potential location of the centre of the land of
Qulha based on the Tigem Fortress. This fortress was identified
through archaeological research conducted in the Gole Plain of the Kura
Basin, and it is situated within the borders of the Goéle District. Located
on a hill overlooking the Gole Plain and surrounded by fertile
agricultural lands to the east of the Kura River, this fortress is a typical
example of a Late Bronze Age—Early Iron Age fortification, featuring
strong walls built using cyclopean masonry, a citadel and a main
settlement plan. However, it is its strategic location that truly sets it
apart. Measuring 185 m north-south and 220 m east-west, it is also one
of the largest fortresses identified in Ardahan to date. Excavations in
the citadel section, which began in 2025, have revealed Early Iron Age
architecture overlaid by a Late Iron Age phase, as well as ceramic finds.
This indicates that the fortress was used during different periods.
Controlling transit routes, plains and vast pastures between the
Caucasus and Anatolia, the fortress continued to be used in different
periods and will provide insight into the possible centre of the land of
Qulha, as well as shedding light on the Middle Iron Age socio-political
structure of Northeast Anatolia and providing data on local structures
before Urartu.

Keywords: Land of Qulha, Early-Middle Iron Ages, Northeastern
Anatolia, Urartian written sources, Tigem Fortress
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Urartu yazili kaynaklarinda adi gecen Qulha Ulkesi, terminolojik ve
kronolojik olarak Orta Demir Cag1 yerel krallik/yerel beylikler siirecini
temsil eden 6nemli lokalizasyonlardan biri olarak kargimiza gikar. Her
ne kadar Dogu Anadolu genelinde bu siire¢ Urartu ile 6zdeslestirilerek,
Urartu Kralligi’na atfedilse de boélgenin kuzeyi igin glineyde oldugu gibi
beyliklerin birleserek bir devletlesme siirecine girdiginden bahsetmek
pek mimkin degildir. Bu baglamda Kuzeydogu Anadolu’daki Orta
Demir Cag siirecini, Erken Demir Cag1 yerel beylikler siirecinin devami
olarak nitelendirmek daha dogru olacaktir. Bu sosyo-politik olugsumlarin
arkeolojik izlerini stirmek zor olsa da filolojik verilerle birlikte bolgede
yiiriitillen yiizey arastirmalari 1si§inda, Qulha Ulkesi’nin konumu,
Ardahan-Gole ve c¢evresine lokalize edilmistir. Urartu’nun kuzey
politikalarinda stratejik bir konuma sahip oldugu bilinen bu tilkenin
bagkentinin, Argisti oglu Sarduri’ye ait Van Analikiz Kroniginde “gtiglii
bir savunmaya sahip” olarak tanimlanmasi, bu {ilke ile ilgili sahip
oldugumuz kisith bilgilerden sadece biridir.

Bu calismada Qulha Ulkesi’nin merkezinin nerede aranabilecegi
sorusu; Kura Havzasi’'ndaki Gole Ovasi’nda yirtitilen arkeolojik
arastirmalar sonucunda saptanan ve Gole Ilcesi sinirlarinda yer alan
Tigem Kalesi {tizerinden tartismaya agilacaktir. Kura Nehrinin
dogusunda, verimli tarim arazileriyle gevrili G6éle Ovasi’na hakim bir
tepe lizerinde yer alan bu kale; kiklopik duvar teknigiyle insa edilmig
gliclii sur mimarisi, sitadeli ve ana yerlesim plani ile tipik bir Ge¢ Tung-
Erken Demir Cagi kalesi olsa da stratejik konumu ile dikkatleri lizerine
¢ekmektedir. Ayni zamanda kuzey-giiney dogrultusunda 185 m, dogu-
bati dogrultusunda 220 m Olciilere sahip olan kale, Ardahan’da bugiline
kadar tespit edilen kaleler arasinda da en biiyiklerindendir. 2025
yilinda baglatilan ve sitadel kisminda vyiritillen arkeolojik kazi
calismalarinda tespit edilen Erken Demir Cagi mimarisi lizerinde yer
alan Geg¢ Demir Cag1 evresi ve seramik buluntulari bu kalenin, farklh
donemlerde kullanilmis oldugunu gostermistir. Kafkasya ile Anadolu
arasindaki gecis yollarini, ovalari ve genis meralari kontrol eden; farklh
evrelerde de kullanimin devam ettigi bu kale, Urartu oncesi yerel
yapilanmalara iliskin verilerle birlikte Qulha Ulkesi’nin olas1 merkezine
ve Kuzeydogu Anadolu’nun Orta Demir Cag1 sosyo-politik yapisinin
belirlenmesine de 1s1k tutacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Qulha Ulkesi, Erken-Orta Demir Cag, m
Kuzeydogu Anadolu, Urartu Yazili Kaynaklari, Tigem Kalesi
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Two Examples of Interaction Between Urartu and Ancient
Iranian Cultures: Derafs-e Kaviani and the Cult of Fire

Urartu ve Eski Iran Kiiltiirleri Arasindaki Etkilesime Iki Ornek:
Derafs-i Kaviyani ve Ates Kiltl

Serkan ERDOGAN!

Abstract

It is confirmed by archaeological, mythological and written sources that
the origin of the Derafs-e Kaviani, which was used as the royal standard
during the Sassanid period, dates back to earlier periods. References to
the banners of the Persians in ancient sources, depictions of Derafs-e
Kaviani on Hellenistic coins, and narratives about the aforementioned
standard in the legends of the TyrantDahhak/Zahhak and the
Blacksmith Kava in ancient Iranian mythology show us that Derafs-e
Kaviani can’t be limited solely to the Sassanid period. It is clear that the
standards depicted on Giyimli votive plaques and some Urartian metal
artifacts are formally similar to those in the Derafs-e Kaviani. In ancient
Iran, this standard, which had a non-religious royal function, is seen
being carried in the hands of figures that can generally be interpreted as
winged hybrid beings or gods in the Urartian style.

Fire, revered and sanctified in the Mazdeist belief system of ancient
Iran, was regarded as a divine entity, while its flame was accepted as a
divine light and an illuminating guide. In the Mazdeist interpretation of
Zoroastrianism, there are three types of sacred fire, the most important
of which is known as Ata$ Bahram (Behram Fire). One type of Behram
Fire, which has 16 varieties, was carried by priests in the temple during
the king's coronation ceremony. Within the same ceremony, a group of
priests stood before the fire with their swords drawn to destroy the Evil
Spirit, and a warrior guard group consisting of priests armed with

[1] Assoc. Prof. Dr., Yozgat Bozok University, Faculty of Arts
m and Sciences, Department of Archaeology e-mail:
serkan.erdogan@bozok.edu.tr
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swords, maces, shields, and daggers accompanied them around the fire.
An inscription on a shield found on a hearth at the Ayanis Haldi
Temple, along with some depictions believed to belong to the god Haldi,
indicate that fire, one of the natural sources of light in Urartian culture,
was considered sacred. The reason why fire was protected with shield-
like weapons in Urartian culture can be explained by the fact that it
served a similar function to the weapons carried by priests to defeat evil
forces, just as in ancient Iran.

Keywords: Kingdom of Urartu, Ayanis Temple of Haldi, Mazdaism and
Sacred Fire, Derafsh-e Kaviani
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Sasaniler Dénemi’'nde krali bir standart islevine sahip Derafs-i
Kaviyani’nin kokeninin daha uzak dénemlere uzandigini arkeolojik,
mitolojik ve vyazili kaynaklar teyit etmektedir. Antik kaynaklardaki
Persler’in sancaklarina yapilan kimi deginmeler ile Helenistik Dénem
sikkeler tiizerindeki Derafs-i Kaviyani betimlemeleri ve Eski Iran
mitolojisinde yer alan Zalim Dahhak/Zahhak ve Demirci Kava
efsanesindeki s6z konusu standarda yonelik anlatimlar, Derafs-i
Kaviyani’'nin sadece Sasaniler Dénemi ile sinirlandirilamayacagini bize
gostermektedir. Giyimli adak levhalari ve bazi Urartu metal eserleri
uzerinde betimlenmis standartlarin bigcimsel olarak Derafs-i Kaviyani’ye
benzedigi aciktir. Eski Iran’da dinsel olmayan krali bir isleve sahip olan
bu standardin, Urartulu gériinimiinde genellikle kanatli karigik varlik
va da tanri olarak degerlendirilebilecek figiirlerin ellerinde tasindigi
gorilmektedir.

Eski Iran’in Mazdeist inan¢ diinyasinda 6énemsenerek kutsanan ates,
tanrisal bir varlik olarak goriilmekle beraber alevi ise tanrisal bir 1s1k ve
aydinlatici bir rehber olarak kabul edilmistir. Mazdeizmin Zerdustlik
yorumunda {i¢ tiir kutsal ates var olup bunlardan en 6nemlisi Ata$
Bahram (Behram Atesi) adiyla bilinmektedir. Ateslerin 16 tiiriine sahip
olan Behram Atesi’nin bir ¢esidi, kralin tahta ¢ikma seremonisi
esnasinda tapinaktaki rahipler tarafindan taginmaktaydi. Ayni seremoni
icerisinde Kot Ruh'u yok etmek icin atesin 6niinde kiliglarini ¢ekmis
bir rahipler grubu bulunmaktaydi ve s6z konusu atesin ¢evresinde
kiliclar, topuzlar, kalkanlar ve hancgerlerle donanmis rahiplerden olusan
savag¢l bir koruma grubu onlara eglik etmekteydi. Ayanis Haldi
Tapinagi’nda bulunmus bir ocak iistiinde yer alan kalkan tizerindeki bir
yazit ile tanr1 Haldi’ye ait oldugu diisiliniilen bazi betimlemeler, Urartu
kiltiriinde 15181n dogal kaynaklarindan biri olan atesin kutsandigina
isaret etmektedir. Urartu kultiirtinde atesin kalkan gibi silahlar ile
korunmasinin sebebi, tipki Eski Iran’da oldugu gibi kétiiciil giiclerin
yenilmesi icin rahipler tarafindan tasinan silahlar ile benzer bir isleve
sahip olmasiyla agiklanabilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Urartu Kralligi, Ayanis Haldi Tapinagi, Mazdeizm
ve Kutsal Ates, Derafs-i Kaviyani
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Horses in Life and Death: Burial Practices and Equine
Symbolism in the Near East

Yasamda ve Oliimde Atlar: Yakin Dogu’da Gémii Uygulamalari ve
At Sembolizmi

Ruben DAVTYANM
Abstract

This contribution explores the role of horses in the mountainous zone
framed by the Zagros, Taurus, and Caucasus ranges during the late 2nd
and first half of the 1st millennium BC. Positioned between the Neo-
Assyrian Empire, the kingdom of Urartu, and later the incursions of
Eurasian nomadic groups such as the Cimmerians and Scythians, the
region provides exceptionally rich material for understanding the
cultural and symbolic significance of horses.

The study focuses primarily on horse burials, examining their
structure, frequency, and symbolic meaning within funerary contexts.
Special attention is given to horse-related objects, such as harnesses
and equipment, whose typological characteristics illuminate both local
traditions and wider intercultural interactions. The article further
addresses the so-called “Scythian question”, reassessing the
relationship between these nomadic groups and the equine culture of
the ancient Near East.

[1] State Office for Heritage Management and Archaeology (Halle/Saale,
Germany), e-mail: rdavtyan(@lda.stk.sachsen-anhalt.de
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Drawing on archaeological, textual, and comparative evidence,
alongside analyses of horse-related artifacts, the study argues that the
practice of horse burials—and, by extension, advanced horse breeding
—was already well established before the arrival of Eurasian nomads.
Moreover, equine objects were not only produced and used locally but
were likely exported southward. Finds from Neo-Assyrian centres such
as Nimrud reveal striking similarities to items discovered in the
highlands, underscoring this exchange.

Altogether, the evidence demonstrates that the region functioned as a
key centre of equine culture before the nomadic invasions, with horses

already occupying a prominent social, economic, and symbolic role.

Keywords: Funerary Practices and Horse Burials, Equine Symbolism,
Eurasian Nomads, Intercultural Interaction
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Bu c¢alisma, Geg 2. Binyil ile 1. Binyilin ilk yarisinda Zagros, Toros ve
Kafkas dag siralariyla ¢evrili daglik bolgede atlarin rolini
incelemektedir. Yeni Assur Imparatorlugu, Urartu Kralligi ve daha
sonra Kimmerler ile Iskitler gibi Avrasya kokenli gécebe topluluklarin
akinlari arasinda kalan bu bdélge, atlarin kiltiirel ve sembolik 6nemini
anlamak i¢in son derece zengin veriler sunar.

Calisma ozellikle at gomiilerine odaklanarak bu gémiilerin yapisini,
sikligin1 ve cenaze baglamlarindaki sembolik anlamlarini analiz eder.
Ayrica kosum takimlari ve at ekipmanlar1 gibi atla iligkili nesnelere 6zel
onem verilmisgtir; bu nesnelerin tipolojik 6zellikleri hem yerel
gelenekleri hem de daha genis kiiltiirlerarasi etkilesimleri aydinlatir.
Makale ayrica “Iskit sorunu” olarak bilinen konuyu ele alarak bu gécebe
gruplarin Yakin Dogu’nun at kiltiirtiyle iligkisini yeniden degerlendirir.

Arkeolojik, yazili ve karsilastirmali veriler ile atla iligkili buluntularin
analizlerine dayanarak c¢alisma, at gomiisi uygulamasinin -ve
dolayisiyla gelismis at vyetistiricili§inin- Avrasya goécebelerinin
gelisinden 6nce de bolgede kokli oldugunu savunur. Dahasi, atlara ait
nesnelerin yalnizca yerel olarak tretilip kullanildigi degil, ayn1 zamanda
glineye dogru ihrag¢ edildigi de muhtemeldir. Nimrud gibi Yeni Assur
merkezlerinden elde edilen buluntular, yiliksek bolgelerde kesfedilen
orneklerle carpici benzerlikler gbstererek bu aligverigi destekler.

Genel olarak veriler, bolgenin gbégebe istilalarindan 6énce de énemli bir
at kiltiiri merkezi oldugunu ve atin sosyal, ekonomik ve sembolik

acidan zaten belirgin bir rol tistlendigini géstermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cenaze/Gomii Uygulamalar1i ve At Gomiileri, At
Sembolizmi, Avrasya Gogebeleri, Kiiltiirleraras1 Etkilesim
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Tradition vs Innovation in the Distribution of Bronze Objects
in Greater Ayanis

Ayanis’te Bronz Objelerin Dagiliminda Gelenek ve Yenilik

Paul ZIMANSKY!™

Abstract

The rise of Biainili is associated with a massive increase in the quantity
and quality of bronze artifacts in the archaeological record, both those
of decorative and utilitarian function. Many of these can be directly
associated with royal dedications, royal storehouses, and temples,
constituting an important component of the “state assemblage” —
forms and styles that come into fashion with the rise of the Urartian
monarchy and abruptly disappear when it the kingdom falls in the late
7" century. This paper will survey the distribution of various types of
copper alloy artifacts in the larger built environment of Ayanis, arguing
that the materials from the outer town show scant evidence of royal
association, but rather are derived from longstanding traditions that
emerged independently in eastern Anatolia and adjacent regions.

Keywords: Ayanis Outer Town, Traditional and Royal Production,
Urartian Bronze Artifacts, Copper alloy finds

[1] Prof. Dr.,, Stony Brook University, New York,
e-mail: paul.zimansky@stonybrook.edu
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Biainili'nin ytikselisi, arkeolojik kayitlarda hem dekoratif hem de
kullanimda olan bronz eserlerin miktar ve kalitesinde biiyiik bir artisla
iligkilidir. Bunlarin ¢ogu, kraliyet adaklari, krali depolar ve tapinaklarla
dogrudan iligkilendirilebilmekte, “Devlet Toplulugu”’nun o6nemli bir
bilesenini olusturur. Devleti temsil eden bu buluntu toplulugu Urartu
monarsisinin yiikselisiyle moda olan ve M.O. 7. yiizyilin sonlarinda
kralligin c¢okisiiyle aniden ortadan kaybolan formlar wve stiller
olugmaktadir. Bu galisma, Ayanis'in daha genis yapili ¢cevresinde gesitli
tirlerdeki bakir alasimli eserlerin dagilimini inceleyecek ve diskentten
gelen materyalin kraliyetle baglantili olduguna dair ¢ok az kanit
oldugunu, aksine bunlarin Dogu Anadolu ve komsu bolgelerde bagimsiz
olarak ortaya ¢ikan koklii geleneklerden tiiredigini savunacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ayanis Dis Kent, Geleneksel ve Krali Uretim,
Urartu Bronz Eserleri, Bakir Alasimli Buluntular,
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Restoration, Conservation, and Archaeometric Analyses of
Urartian Belts, Bracelets, and Pins from the Elazig Museum

Elazig Miizesi’'ndeki Urartu Donemine ait Kemer, Bilezik ve
Igneler Uzerine Yapilan Restorasyon, Konservasyon ve
Arkeometrik Analiz Caligsmalari

Abdulkadir OZDEMIR™ - Umit GUDER?
Abstract

This study presents the restoration, conservation, and archaeometric

analyses of a total of 311 Urartian metal artifacts, including belts,
bracelets and pins, selected from the inventory of the Elazi1§
Archaeology and Ethnography Museum. These artifacts, which had
never been exhibited before, were severely affected by the destructive
impact of corrosion due to inadequate storage conditions.

The primary aim of the project was to minimize the risks affecting
museum collections and to develop a sustainable protection model
against these risks. For this purpose, high-resolution digital
photographs were taken to document the condition of the artifacts
before and after restoration; corrosion products threatening the objects
were carefully removed by a professional restorer and appropriate
conservation treatments were applied. In parallel with archaeological
observations, surface chemical analyses were performed using a
portable XRF device. During the re-storage process, customized storage
systems were designed to support the conservation process and to allow
the objects to be easily transported in case of emergencies such as
natural disasters.

[1] Assoc. Prof. Dr., Firat University, Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, Department of Art History, Elazig. e-mail:
akadir23@gmail.com, ORCID: 0000-0003-3333-9118

[2] Assoc. Prof. Dr., Charles University, Institute of Classical

Archaeology, Prague, Czech Republic and Max Planck Institute for

m Sustainable Materials, Diisseldorf, e-mail: u.guder@mpie.de,
ORCID: 0000-0002-4156-2339
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As a result of the archaeological and archaeometric examinations, rare
forms and decorative elements were identified, expanding the
repertoire of Urartian metalwork. Furthermore, significant scientific
findings were obtained regarding the selection of copper—tin alloy ratios
according to object type and manufacturing technique, as well as the
use of zinc as an additional alloying element. These results offer new
perspectives on the technical and aesthetic dimensions of Urartian
metal craftsmanship. In addition, the implementation of modern
conservation methods ensures the long-term preservation of these
artifacts, enabling their proper exhibition and continuous accessibility
for future research.

Keywords: Urartu, Metal Artefacts, Archaeometry, Restoration,
Conservation
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Bu calisma kapsaminda, Elazig Arkeoloji ve Etnografya Miizesi
deposunda bulunan ve daha o©Once hig¢ teshire c¢ikmamis, yetersiz
saklama kogullar1 nedeniyle korozyonun yikici etkilerine maruz kalmais
Urartu donemi metal eserleri arasindan segilen toplam 311 kemer,
bilezik ve igne {izerinde restorasyon, konservasyon ve arkeometri
calismalari gergeklestirilmistir.

Calismanin amaci, miize depolarinda yer alan eserlerin karsi kargiya
oldugu riskleri azaltmak ve bu risklere karsi stirdiiriilebilir bir koruma
modeli gelistirmektir. Bu dogrultuda, yiliksek ¢oziinirlikli fotograf
cekimleriyle eserlerin restorasyon oOncesi ve sonrasi durumlari
belgelenmis, uzman restoratdér tarafindan korozyon riinleri
temizlenmis ve gerekli koruma iglemleri uygulanmigtir. Paralelinde,
arkeolojik analizlere ek olarak tasinabilir XRF cihazi ile eserlerin ylizey
kimyasal analizleri yapilmistir. Eserler depoya yeniden yerlestirilirken,
koruma siirecini destekleyen ve acil durumlarda kolay tahliyeye imkan
veren saklama sistemleri gelistirilmistir.

Arkeolojik ve arkeometrik incelemeler sonucunda, Urartu metal isgiligi
repertuarina nadir formlar ve bezeme unsurlari eklenmis; ayrica eser
tiirlerine ve {liretim yOntemine goére bakir—kalay alasim oranlarinin
secimi ve iglinciil element olarak ¢inko kullanimi gibi 6nemli bilimsel
bulgular elde edilmistir. Bu sonugclar, Urartu metal ig¢iliginin teknik ve
estetik boyutlarinin anlasilmasinda yeni veriler sunmaktadir. Ayrica,
uygulanan modern konservasyon yontemleri sayesinde bu eserlerin
gelecekte de glivenli sekilde sergilenmesi ve arastirmacilarin erigsimine
agik tutulmasi miimkiin hale gelmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Urartu, Metal Eser, Arkeometri, Restorasyon,
Konservasyon
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Animal Depictions on a Group of Urartian Belts from the
Elazig Museum

Elazig Miizesi’nden Bir Grup Urartu Kemeri Uzerindeki Hayvan
Betimlemeleri

Ayse OZDEMIR™
Abstract

The Kingdom of Urartu, which ruled in the Eastern Anatolia Region,
left behind a rich tangible cultural heritage. Within this accumulation of
culture, metalworking stands out as one of the most developed and
characteristic fields of Urartian art. In this context, bronze was the
most preferred material, finding widespread use in everything from
weapons of war to ceremonial objects, and from everyday items to
decorative elements. During the Urartu Kingdom period, the
decorations on bronze belts provide important data regarding the
metalwork art. These belts are considered not only functional items but
also art objects carrying ideological and aesthetic wvalue. Their
decorations are noteworthy as they shed light on the art understanding
of the period. In this respect, they are among the significant
archaeological finds of the period, due to both their functional features
and the figurative and ornamental decorations on them. Within the
scope of this study, the animal figures on a group of bronze belt
fragments in the collection of the Elazig Archaeology and Ethnography
Museum were typologically examined; the depicted animals were
evaluated in terms of their species, positions, and arrangements within
the composition. In the examined examples, it was observed that
various animal figures such as lion, bull, deer, ibex, bird, and camel
were frequently included. Animal figures are among the iconographic
elements often employed in Urartian art. The depictions on the belts

[1] Dr., TUBITAK Postdoctoral Fellow, Elazig, Tiirkiye. e-mail:
ayseabali09@gmail.com, ORCID: 0000-0003-3952-8745
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were placed at regular intervals on the belt surface and were mostly
presented in repeating compositions. Although the anatomical details
of the figures are generally limited, their characteristic features are
clearly stylized. The animal depictions on Urartian belts offer important
information about the Urartian society's belief system, aesthetic
understanding, and cultural values. This study aims to reveal the
diversity of a group of Urartian belts from the Elazig Museum in terms
of animal figures and to interpret the place of these figures within
Urartian art.

Keywords: Eastern Anatolia, Elazig Museum, Urartu Period, Bronze
Belt, Animals
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Dogu Anadolu Bolgesi'nde hiikiim sturen Urartu Kralligi, ardinda
zengin bir maddi kiltiir mirast birakmistir. Bu kiiltirel birikim
icerisinde, Urartu sanatinin en gelismis ve karakteristik alanlarindan
biri olarak metal isciligi 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Bu baglamda en ¢ok tercih
edilen malzeme bronz olmus; savas aletlerinden toérensel objelere,
glinlik kullanim egyalarindan dekoratif unsurlara kadar genis bir
kullanim alani bulmustur. Urartu Kralligi doneminde 6zellikle bronz
kemerler tizerindeki stislemeler, metal sanati agisindan 6énemli veriler
sunmaktadir. Bu kemerler yalnizca islevsel 6geler degil, ayn1 zamanda
ideolojik ve estetik deger tasiyan sanat objeleri olarak da degerlendirilir.
Uzerlerindeki siislemeler, dénemin sanat anlayisina 1sik tutmasi
bakimindan dikkat cekicidir. Bu yonleriyle hem islevsel 6zellikleri hem
de tlzerlerinde yer alan figtiratif ve siisleyici bezemeleriyle donemin
onemli arkeolojik buluntular1 arasinda vyer alirlar. Bu calisma
kapsaminda, Elazig Arkeoloji ve Etnografya Miizesi koleksiyonunda yer
alan bir grup bronz kemer parcgasi lizerindeki hayvan figiirleri tipolojik
acidan incelenmis; tasvir edilen hayvanlar tiirleri, pozisyonlari ve
kompozisyon i¢indeki diizenlemeleri bakimindan degerlendirilmigtir.
Incelenen &rneklerde, aslan, boga, geyik, dag kecisi, kus ve deve gibi
cesitli hayvan figlirlerine sikga yer verildigi gézlemlenmistir. Hayvan
figlirleri, Urartu sanatinda siklikla bagvurulan ikonografik unsurlar
arasinda yer almaktadir. Kemerler tiizerindeki betimlemeler, kemer
ylzeyine dtizenli araliklarla yerlestirilmis ve c¢ogunlukla tekrarlayan
kompozisyonlar halinde sunulmustur. Figiirlerin anatomik detaylari
genellikle sinirli olsa da karakteristik 6zellikleri belirgin sekilde stilize
edilmistir. Urartu kemerleri tizerindeki hayvan betimlemeleri, Urartu
toplumunun inang¢ sistemi, estetik anlayisi ve kiiltirel degerleri
hakkinda 6nemli bilgiler sunmaktadir. Bu ¢alisma, Elazig Miizesi’'ne ait
bir grup Urartu kemerinin, hayvan figiirleri agisindan tasidigi cesitliligi
ortaya koymayr ve bu figlirlerin Urartu sanati igindeki yerini
anlamlandirmayi1 amaglamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dogu Anadolu, Elazig Miizesi, Urartu Doénemi,

Bronz Kemer, Hayvanlar
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Beads Remains of Personal Jewelry Found During the Research
of Armenian Polish Archaeological Mission in Metsamor

Metsamor’daki Ermeni—Polonya  Arkeoloji = Misyonu’nun
Arastirmalarinda Ele Gegen Kisisel Kisisel Taki Buluntulari

Karolina WARECKA™
Abstract

The Metsamor site was one of the most significant settlements within
the territory of present-day Armenia. Among the numerous objects
unearthed in recent years, particular attention should be given to the
small yet intriguing items associated with personal adornment. Beads,
in particular, have become an emblematic symbol of the small finds
uncovered primarily in the necropolis area. These artifacts demonstrate
the creativity of the inhabitants of Metsamor, who clearly possessed a
refined aesthetic sensibility as well as an appreciation for high-quality
jewelry.

The archaeological context of these finds indicates that the community
originally living in Metsamor did not feel entirely secure, even behind
massive defensive walls and natural barriers, such as the marshy terrain
that once surrounded the town. Amid traces of heavy and violent
destruction—specifically, in the middle of one of the streets— a
remarkable piece of art, a bead necklace, was discovered. The
circumstances of its discovery support the conclusion that only the
site’s brutal destruction could have brought to light objects that were,
on the one hand, in everyday use by the local population and, on the
other, cherished as valuable personal ornaments.

The selected bead materials from the Metsamor site shall be subjected
to comparison with assemblages from Anatolia. This comparative
approach seeks to delineate the aesthetic canons prevailing within the
region.

Keywords: Metsamor, Necropolis, Comparative Analysis, Personal
Adornment, Beads

[1] Dr., University of Warsaw, Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology,
Poland, e-mail: k.warecka@uw.edu.pl
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Ozet

Metsamor yerlesimi, glinlimiiz Ermenistan topraklarindaki en 6nemli

yerlesimlerden biridir. Son yillarda ortaya gikarilan ¢ok sayidaki buluntu
arasinda, kigisel siis egyalariyla iligkili kii¢lik fakat dikkat ¢ekici objeler
6zel bir énem tasimaktadir. Ozellikle boncuklar, cogunlukla nekropol
alaninda ele gegen kii¢iik buluntularin simgesel orneklerinden biri
haline gelmistir. Bu eserler, Metsamor sakinlerinin hem estetik bir
begeniye sahip olduklarini hem de nitelikli takilara deger verdiklerini
agikga gostermektedir.

Bu buluntularin arkeolojik baglami, Metsamor’da yasayan toplulugun,

kenti ¢evreleyen bataklik alanlar ve gli¢lii savunma duvarlarina ragmen
kendilerini tam anlamiyla giivende hissetmediklerini gostermektedir.
Yogun ve siddetli bir yikimin izleri arasinda—ozellikle yerlesimin
sokaklarindan birinin ortasinda—bir boncuk kolyesi seklinde dikkat
gekici bir sanat eseri bulunmustur. Bu eserin bulunma kosullari, bir
yandan yerel halk tarafindan giindelik olarak kullanilan, diger yandan
degerli kigisel siis egyasi olarak saklanan objelerin ancak bu tiirden
yikic1  bir tahribat sonrasi giin yiiziine ¢ikmis olabilecegini
diistindliirmektedir.

Metsamor’dan secilen boncuk malzemeleri, bolgenin estetik normlarini
daha iyi anlayabilmek amaciyla Anadolu’daki buluntu gruplariyla
kargilagtirilacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Metsamor, Nekropol, Karsilastirmali Analiz,
Kisisel Siis Esyalari, Boncuk
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